CITY OF OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK
CITY HALL • 330 FORD STREET • OGDENSBURG, NY 13669

Office of City Manager Sarah Purdy
spurdy@ogdensburg.org
315-393-6100
TO:

City Council

SUBJECT:

Council Update

DATE:

April 16, 2020

Please find attached the March monthly report from the Police Department.
Please find attached a report from the Planning Department.

MEMORANDUM
TO:
CC:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Sarah Purdy, City Manager
Public Update
Andrea Smith, AICP
Director of Planning and Development
April 23, 2020
Planning Department Update

Below is an update from the Planning Department:
FORD STREET EXSTENSION WATERLINE REPLACEMENT – Following City Council
approval on April 6th, contract documents were supplied to Northeast Concrete Coring & Cutting
Inc. The contractor anticipates an estimated start date for construction mid-May. This project is
on schedule and is funded through New York State and Municipal Facilities (SAM) Grant
number 19213.
LAFAYETTE (SPRING) STREET BRIDGE – The City received a PIA Safety Flag on April
1, 2020 from New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT). This flag pertains to
the spalling concrete on the underside of the arched spans. The inspection states “all spans have
loose concrete adjacent the spalling occurring along the length of the top edge of the spandrel
walls and along the length of the outer edges of the concrete arches. The loose concrete presents
a hazard to pedestrian and boating traffic.”
At the time the City received this safety flag, we were in the final steps of preparing bid
documents to make repairs to the bridge decking to prevent additional damage to the concrete, as
well as to address as much of the failing concrete on the underside of the arches as possible with
available funds. Since receiving this report, we have worked with Tisdel Associates to modify
the scope of the project to prioritize the removal of loose concrete from all spans.
Repairs to the Lafayette (Spring) Street Bridge have been included in the City’s Capital
Improvement plan, but lack of local funding has prohibited the City from taking a more proactive
approach. In April 2018, the City submitted a Bridge NY application, seeking funding
($1,460,207) for necessary repairs and improvements, but was unsuccessful. Since the bridge
has not been downgraded it is a lower priority for state or federal funding. Subsequently, the
City with support from former Assemblywoman Addie Jenne, received NYS DOT funds through
the Multi-Modal #4 (MM4) program in the amount of $375,000.
The current project has been designed to prioritize the pending April 1, 2020 safety flag repairs,
and also provide the City with up to date pricing on all necessary work with the flexibility to
allow the City to award as much or as little of the work as funding allows. Bid documents were
posted yesterday (April 22, 2020) and are due back May 19, 2020.
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UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS – In accordance with Executive Order 202.15 the
Ogdensburg Planning and Zoning Board meetings for the month of May will be held remotely.
EO 202.15: “Any local official, state official or local government or school, which, by virtue of
any law has a public hearing scheduled or otherwise required to take place in April or May of
2020 shall be postponed, until June 1, 2020, without prejudice, however such hearing may
continue if the convening public body or official is able to hold the public hearing remotely,
through use of telephone conference, video conference, and/or other similar service.”

The Ogdensburg Planning Board will hold its regular May meeting on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at
5:30 PM. This meeting will be held remotely using Go to Webinar, Webinar ID: 390-256-195.
The Planning Board will accept public comment pertaining to the establishment of Lead Agency
and Classification of SEQRA action for both the Fort and City’s REDI projects. SEQRA
documents for both are available online via “Agendas, Minutes, & Audits” tab on
https://ogdensburg.org/. Simply navigate to “Planning Board Agenda” and select “May 5,
2020”. The public can also submit written comments via US mail to: Planning Department 330
Ford Street, Room 11 Ogdensburg NY 13669 or via email to asmith@ogdensburg.org. Written
comments must be received by 4 PM on Monday, May 4, 2020.
The Ogdensburg Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its May meeting on Tuesday, May 12, 2020
at 4:30 PM. This meeting will be held remotely using Go to Webinar, Webinar ID: 263-963443.
The Zoning Board will accept public comment pertaining to agenda items. The agenda will be
available online via “Agendas, Minutes, & Audits” tab on https://ogdensburg.org/. Simply
navigate to “Zoning Board Agenda” and select “May 12, 2020”. The public can also submit
written comments via US mail to: Planning Department 330 Ford Street, Room 11 Ogdensburg
NY 13669 or via email to asmith@ogdensburg.org. Written comments must be received by 4
PM on Monday, May 11, 2020.
OGDENSBURG LAND BANK CORPORATION – On behalf of the Ogdensburg Land Bank
Corporation I am pleased to update you on their accomplishments funded by Enterprise
Community Partners through the Land Bank Community Revitalization Initiative grant.
The Ogdensburg Land Bank (LB) presently owns 13 properties within the community, all of
which were acquired from the City’s surplus property inventory. The LB is working with City
staff to further the recommendations of the FRB to develop a procedure for acquiring future
properties in this manner. Of these 13 properties, 11 demolitions have been completed, and the
remaining two properties targeted for single-family rehabilitation. The Land Bank is partnering
with North Country Housing Council to provide construction oversight of rehabilitation projects,
although actual construction is presently on hold due to restrictions in connection with COVID19. On November 25, 2019 a detailed update on these accomplishments was presented to City
Council.
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This past February, the Land Bank applied for additional funding through 4.2 of the Land Bank
Community Revitalization Initiative Grant and has been awarded $530,000 from Enterprise
Community Partners. This funding will be used to continue the efforts of the Land Bank to
facilitate the return of vacant, abandoned, underutilized, and tax delinquent properties in the City
to productive tax-paying use to stabilize neighborhoods, improve the quality of life, and
strengthen the local economy pursuant to New York Not-for-Profit Corporations Law section
1608. Specifically, the Land Bank will utilize these newly awarded funds to pursue acquisition
of property that will support 2 additional rehabilitation projects, 2 demolitions, and 2 new
construction projects.
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