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Office of the City Manager
TO:
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Council Update
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February 28, 2020

Parks and Recreation Update:
Fishing for Memories Major League Fishing Fundraiser
With Major League Fishing’s Bass Pro Tour making its way to Ogdensburg June 26 to July 1, the
City’s Planning Committee for the tournament will be offering a unique way to pay tribute to
Ogdensburg’s past and present anglers in a special display that will take place during the event’s
festivities.
The display, titled “Fishing for Memories - A Tribute to Past, Present Anglers on the St. Lawrence
River” will be held at the gazebo in Library Park June 26-June 28 to be viewed by the public during
this three days of planned festivities called “Greenbelt Bass Bash.” The plaques will be unveiled
Friday, June 26 at noon.
The public will be able to dedicate a wooden bass plaque to a loved one from the past who enjoyed
fishing on the St. Lawrence River or even honor someone in their life who currently loves to fish on
the river
.
Cost for an 8-inch bass is $20; 10-inch bass are $25 and 12-inch bass are $30. All proceeds will help
offset costs associated with the Major League Fishing festivities.
Submission forms can be found at the Dobisky Center, 100 Riverside Ave., Ogdensburg, on the City of
Ogdensburg’s website at www.ogdensburg.org or on the Ogdensburg Parks & Recreation Department
Facebook page at “Ogdensburg City Recreation.
Forms with payment must be dropped off to the Dobisky Center Monday through Friday between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. or be mailed to that location. Checks can be made out to Ogdensburg Parks &
Recreation Department. Please make sure that the forms are filled out completely and are legible.
Plaques can also be ordered online at the Ogdensburg Kiwanis Club’s website at
https://www.kiwanisclubofogdensburg.org/user/programs/8904/registrants/new for an additional
processing fee of $2. However, the only available option for online purchasing is the 8-inch bass.
When you go to the website, Kiwanis will ask you to create an account, when that is complete go to
registrations and click on Fishing Memories and fill out the form.

Deadline for submissions with payment will be May 22 at 4 p.m. to allow the plaques to be produced
in time for the event. Once the festival is over on June 30, the plaques can be picked up at the Dobisky
Center
.
For questions, please contact Matthew Curatolo, Ogdensburg Parks & Recreation Department, at 315393-1980.
Planning Department Update:
RESTORE NY – Since the February 13, 2020 update the Planning Office has provided 20
applications for our emergency repair program to potentially eligible applicants. Several other
homeowners that do not meet the age or income requirements have been provided with contact
information for other countywide programs that may be able to provide assistance.
The Planning Department continues to accept applications for the emergency repairs for elderly (60
years of age or older) homeowners (RESTORE) grant program. The RESTORE program, funded
through New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), provides funds for emergency
repairs to eliminate conditions in homes that pose a threat to the life, health, or safety of low-income
elderly (age 60 or older) homeowners who cannot afford to make the repairs in a timely fashion.
Eligible Participants – Eligible participants are individuals that meet the criteria below:
 The individual (homeowner) owns and occupies the residential unit receiving assistance as a
primary residence;
 The homeowner must be sixty years of age or older; and
 The homeowner has a household income that does not exceed one hundred percent (100%) of
the area median income (AMI).
o Area median income is based on household size and county. For St. Lawrence County
AMI for a 2-person household = $53,000; for a household of 4, 100% AMI is $66,200.
o For more information, or instructions on how to receive an application please contact
the Planning Office at 315.393.7150 or email the Director of Planning and
Development, Andrea Smith at asmith@ogdensburg.org.
Eligible Activities – An eligible emergency repair eliminates a hazardous condition or deficiency that
poses an immediate threat to the life, health or safety of the elderly homeowner. Specifically, the
program will provide funds for necessary repairs including (but not limited to):
 Repairs or replacement of roofs;
 Repairs or replacement of HVAC systems;
 Repair broken stairs (internal or external);
 Replace windows to enhance energy efficiency; and
 Hot water tank replacement.

2019 FLOODING – On Monday, February 24, 2020 the following update was presented at the regular
City Council meeting:

LAKE ONTARIO RESILIENCY AND ECONOMIC
INITIATIVE (REDI): OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK

DEVELOPMENT

Synopsis: Following the 2017 and 2019 flooding events on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River
the City of Ogdensburg was awarded funding through the REDI process for four projects. The REDI
funding will provide 95% state funding and requires a 5% local match per project, for a total local
match of $416,514. The purpose of the REDI initiative is to increase the resilience of shoreline
communities and bolster economic development in throughout the region.
Engineering reports are being prepared to advance the planning of funding, design, permitting, and
scheduling aspects of the project.
Timeline:
October 31, 2019 – REDI award announcement, Clayton, NY
November 20, 2019 – City Staff and Councilor Skamperle attended REDI Recipient workshop in
Albany to review REDI requirements and pre-application process.
November 25, 2019 – City Council authorized Bond ordinance (Bill #100) to cover the estimated
project costs for all four REDI projects, $8,732,822.
December 2, 2019 – REDI Pre-applications were returned to NYS Dormitory Authority (DASNY).



DASNY is the NYS Funding agency for all four Ogdensburg projects.
Department of State (DOS) is our project implementation oversight agency.

December 2, 2019 – City opted into the New York State REDI Engineering Report Program with
RAMBOL Engineering Firm.
January 29, 2020 – REDI organization meeting held in Ogdensburg with state agency representatives
as well as staff and elected officials (Mayor Skelly, and Councilors Skamperle and Kennedy).
February 14, 2020 – RAMBOLL submitted required 10% Engineering Reports to Governor Cuomo
and REDI Commission.



Three of the City’s projects (SJ.01, SJ.239, and SJ.158) along the St. Lawrence River shoreline
have been combined into one engineering report.
The Maple City Trail, SJ. 163, has a separate engineering report.

Ogdensburg REDI Projects include:
1. Maple City Trail at the Confluence of the St. Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers (SJ.163)
Funding: The authorized grant amount for this project is $1,900,000, which represents 95% of the
originally estimated project costs. A 5% local project cost match equal to $100,000 is required to
complete this $2,000,000 project.

Engineer’s Recommendation: Several alternatives were considered. Complete replacement of the
existing wall system with a segmental wall to two feet (2’) above existing wall heights to a minimum
top of wall elevation of El. +252 ft. The backslope would be graded to increase the minimum elevation
of the walkway to be El. +253ft.

2. Dobisky Center and Municipal Marina (SJ.01)
Funding: The authorized grant amount for this project is $865,709, which represents 95% of
the originally estimated project costs. A 5% local project cost match equal to $46,264 is
required to complete this $911,973 project.
Engineer’s Recommendation:
 Install driven sheet pile along river side of the existing boardwalk with a concrete cap
from the western side of the Boardwalk, south of the gazebo to the eastern extent of
Shoreline C (see attached map). The wall at the western terminus would have a top of
cap El. +249.0 ft due to geometric constraints and maintain an El. +250.0 ft over the
extents of Shoreline C. This project would be coordinated with the NYS dredging of the
Ogdensburg Front Channel to allow for additional transient docking in this area.
 Replacement of steel post and ring anchoring system. The anchoring system for all
floating docks in the project area would be replaced with steel posts and the docks
would be tethered to the steel posts via a steel ring that would allow for movement
according to the water level or ice formation.
3. Morrisette Park and City Docks (SJ.158)
Funding: The authorized grant amount for this project is $4,631,250, which represents 95% of
the originally estimated project costs. A 5% local project cost match equal to $243,750 is
required to complete this $4,875,000 project.
Engineer’s Recommendation: Cast-in-place concrete flood wall and regrading
This option includes raising grade within Morrisette Park landward of the concrete floodwall in
Option 1. This would require the demolition of the paved turnaround, sidewalks, tennis courts,
and playground. Interior grading would extend to Riverside Avenue at a 1 percent slope. The
impacted assets would be rebuilt in alternate locations to decrease the impacts of flooding.

4. Greenbelt Park (SJ.239)
Funding: The authorized grant amount for this project is $503,500, which represents 95% of
the originally estimated project costs. A 5% local project cost match equal to $26,500 is
required to complete this $530,000 project.
Engineer’s Recommendation:
 Rip rap extensions are recommended for Shorelines A, B, and D (see attached map).
Shoreline A and B have high wind, wave, and debris exposure and nature-based
solutions would not provide adequate resiliency. Shoreline D does not require a high
degree of foot traffic since the floating docks are used by the public to circulate along
the shoreline. Due to geometric constraints for floating dock access at the paved
walkway directly onshore, rip-rap is the only feasible alternative. To avoid regrading
and replacing the walkway and parking lot east of the Dobisky Center at Shoreline D,
floating dock access should be limited to the western side of the marina and rip-rap
extended to El. +249 ft. Shoreline A and B would include the extension of heavy rip-rap
up the river bank from El. +248 ft to El. +250ft. Vegetation within the rip-rap above El.
248 is recommend at Shoreline D only. The rip-rap would be a continuous extension of
existing rip-rap, and the newly placed stone would match the existing stone
characteristics to the extent possible.
 Rock revetment installation below the mean high-water level approximately correlates
to the estimated excavation of existing revetment required. For Options A/B, and D, the
approximate fill and excavation below the mean high-water level are 760 and 550 cubic
yards, respectively.
 Shoreline E will utilize Nature-based Sill, the placement of engineered erosion control
matting with integrated vegetation from El. 248 ft (the upper limits of existing rip-rap)
to El. +251 ft. This option would provide additional stabilization, a softer, natural look
to the riverbank, and additional wildlife habitat.
Next Steps: Establishment of Lead Agency conducting SEQRA. Part 1 of the Full Environmental
Assessment Form (FEAF) has been completed for the City’s projects. Letters to other interested
agencies including NYS DEC, DOS, DASNY, OGS and USACE are being prepared and will be
mailed later this week. If no other agency contests, the Ogdensburg Planning Board will serve as the
Lead Agency and will conduct the SEQR.
Once a lead agency has been established review will commence to classify the action to determine
what if any impact the proposed projects will have on the environment in accordance with 6 NYCRR
617.
PLANNING BOARD – The Ogdensburg Planning Board will hold its regular March meeting on
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 5:30 PM. The following items are on the agenda:
Items for Planning Board Action:
(a) 2321 Ford Street Extension – Special Use Permit Application
(b) 1515 Knox Street – Site Plan Amendment

(c) 22 Albany Ave – SEQRA Classification
(d) 22 Albany Ave – Site Plan Amendment
(e) City of Ogdensburg, REDI Multiple sites – SEQRA Classification
CONSOLIDATED DRAFT ZONING AMENDMENTS – As noted at the February 24, 2020 City
Council meeting, the current version of the Planning Board’s consolidated recommendations to amend
Chapter 221 entitled zoning are available online.
 Go to www.ogdensburg.org
 At the top of the page under Government, click “Planning & Development”
 From the Planning page you will see “ReZONE OGDENSBURG” and a link “zoning
Ordinance (PDF)”. Clicking on that link will bring up a PDF of the recommendations.

Click on link (from
website) to read
recommendation from
Planning Board.

Fishing For Memories-

A Tribute To Past,
Present Anglers On The
St. Lawrence River

Dedicate a wooden bass plaque to a
loved one from the past or present
who loved or loves fishing on the St.
Lawrence River.
The plaques will be presented June 26
-June 28 during the Major League
Fishing tournament at the gazebo in
Library Park.
Deadline for submissions with payment will be May 22 at 4 p.m.
Plaques will be able to be picked up
at the Dobisky Center, 100 Riverside
Ave., following the MLF event.

Proceeds will go towards festivities
planned for the Major League Fishing tournament June 26-July 1 in the
City of Ogdensburg

---------------------- ----- -------------------------- ---------------------------------------------

Fishing For Memories Order Form
NAME:_________________________________________________

SELECT ONE

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________

SMALL ($20) _____

CONTACT NUMBER:_______________________________________

(8-inch)

IN MEMORIAL: ___________IN HONOR OF:________(CHECK ONE)

MEDIUM ($25) _____

NAME ON PLAQUE 1 (JUST LAST NAME):______________________

(10-inch)

NAME ON PLAQUE 2 (BOTH NAMES):_________________________

LARGE ($30) _____

DATE ON PLAQUE 3 (FOR MEMORIAL ONLY): ___________________

(12-Inch)

Drop Off or Send Form & Payment to
Dobisky Center, 100 Riverside Ave.,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
Make Checks Out To:
“Ogdensburg Parks & Recreation Dept.”

