CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 19, 2019
Page 164
Mayor Ashley called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Ashley, Councillors Davis, Kennedy,
Powers, Price, Skamperle and Stevenson

ABSENT:

None

PRESENTATION
1.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith provided
Council with an update on pending grant applications. (A copy of her presentation
follows these minutes.) Councillor Skamperle asked when the work at the former
Newell’s building would begin. Ms. Smith said the contract was just signed, and
there is a meeting scheduled for September. Ms. Smith said she anticipates work
will begin after that meeting. Councillor Skamperle thanked Ms. Smith for a great
job on grant work over the past couple years. Councillor Skamperle said the
projected amount for Lockwood Arena is $175,000 and asked if any of those funds
can be used to make improvements. Ms. Smith said the funding sought is limited
to feasibility and market studies. Ms. Smith explained the State process requires a
study be done before implementation of the suggested renovations or
redevelopment. Ms. Smith added the City would not be eligible for the funding for
redevelopment without first conducting a study and appropriate assessment.
City Manager Sarah Purdy said the CFA applications are all designed to move the
components of the DRI forward if received. Ms. Purdy added if the City does not
receive the DRI we are still able to keep moving forward on the concepts for a
future DRI application.
Councillor Powers asked for an update on the Brownfield properties in the City.
Ms. Smith said she will provide that information to Council. Mayor Ashley asked
how many properties are now owned by the Land Bank. Ms. Smith said there are
currently twelve properties with ten scheduled for demolition.
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Ms. Smith explained there may be one additional property that may be considered
for demolition in the future and added the Land Bank may be able to develop the
vacant lots after the demolition work is completed.
Mayor Ashley asked how many properties are classified as Zombie properties, and
Ms. Smith said seventy-two +/-. Councillor Stevenson asked how the GIS system
is helpful. Ms. Smith said it is used as a tool to identify target areas for Zombie
property code enforcement, and also for grant writing purposes. Ms. Smith
explained the City currently has a RESTORE program for emergency assistance to
the elderly for roofs, windows, furnaces, etc. Councillor Stevenson asked how that
program is being promoted to the public. Ms. Smith explained the agencies around
the County that work with those seeking assistance are aware of the available
funding and have been making referrals to the City.
PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing regarding an ordinance amending Article II entitled
“Personnel Policies and Procedures”; §AR-17 entitled “Procedures at City Council
Meetings” of the Administrative Regulations of the City of Ogdensburg was held.
No one being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
2.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law to amend Article VIII of the
City Charter was held. No one being present to speak, the hearing was declared
closed.
CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read a letter from John A. Rishe and Jeffrey
Michael Skelly regarding the 2019 Election. (A copy of the letter follows these
minutes.)

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 19, 2019
Page 166
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Ashley moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund
Warrant #14-2019 in the amount of $330,290.50 and Library Fund Warrant #142019 in the amount of $24,769.91 and Capital Fund Warrant #14-2019 in the
amount of $1,636.90 and Community Development Fund Warrant #14-2019 in the
amount of $0.00 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #14-2019 in the amount
of $0.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Price
seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Powers moved an ordinance amending Article II entitled
“Personnel Policies and Procedures”; §AR-17 entitled “Procedures at City Council
Meetings” of the Administrative Regulations of the City of Ogdensburg, and
Councillor Price seconded to wit:
ORDINANCE #11 OF 2019
ORDINANCE TO AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS ARTICLE II
ENTITLED “PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES”
§AR-17 ENTITLED “PROCEDURES AT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS”
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:
ITEM ONE:
That Article II, Section AR-17G entitled “Citizen participation” is hereby amended
as follows:
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7.1

Addressing the Council. Any person desiring to address the Council
prior to Council Action Items, by oral communication shall may notify
the City Clerk prior to the Council Meeting of their desire to speak in
order that their name may be placed on a list and they will be
recognized by the presiding officer without further action. Any person
desiring to address the Council after New Business Items under Citizen
Participation by oral communication shall first secure the permission
of the presiding officer.

7.2

Manner of addressing the Council - time limit. Each person addressing
the Council shall stand, approach the microphone, may give his/her
name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record. Each
person addressing the Council, prior to Council Action Items, shall limit
their address to five minutes unless further time is granted by the Chair
or requested of the Chair by a member of Council. Each person
addressing the Council, after New Business Items under Citizen
Participation, shall limit their address to two minutes unless further
time is granted by the Chair or requested of the Chair by a
member of Council. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a
body, and not to any member thereof. No person other than members of
the Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter
into any discussion, either directly or through the members of the
Council. No questions shall be asked the Councillors, except through
the Chair.

ITEM TWO:
That Article II, Section AR-17.H entitled “Public Hearings” is hereby amended as
follows:
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8.2

Manner of addressing the Council - time limit. Each person addressing
the Council shall stand, approach the microphone, may give his/her
name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record and, unless
further time is granted by the Chair or requested of the Chair by a
member of Council, shall limit their address to five minutes. All
remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body, and not to any
member thereof. No questions shall be asked of the Chair or the
Councilors. Each person shall be given only one opportunity to speak
and will be limited to the topic which is the subject of the public
hearing.

ITEM THREE:
This ordinance shall take effective ten (10) days after publication of a notice which
shall give the title and described the same in summary form.
City Manager Sarah Purdy explained the changes are necessary following
information obtained at the training provided by the Department of State.
Councillor Skamperle asked if individuals who wish to address Council would no
longer be required to sign up with the City Clerk in advance. Councillor Price said
we cannot require individuals to sign up in advance. Councillor Powers questioned
if Personal Appearances and Citizen Participation should be combined or moved to
a different area on the agenda. Councillor Stevenson said Citizen Participation was
added to permit individuals to address Council on matters that came up during a
Council meeting and said she prefers both options be left on the agenda. Mayor
Ashley agreed. Councillor Price said he believes the first option to address
Council is typically for items on the agenda while the second option is any topic
and suggested a change to specify the topics for each option to address Council.
Councillor Stevenson said she would rather see one opportunity to address Council
moved to before Old Business rather than limit the speaker to topics.
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Ms. Purdy suggested City Clerk Cathy Jock research how other municipalities
address citizen participation and report back to Council. Ms. Purdy said Council
can then decide if changes to the agenda are needed. Councillor Skamperle asked
if the ordinance addresses both Personal Appearances and Citizen Participation,
and Councillor Price said yes.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Skamperle moved a Local Law to amend Article VIII of
the City Charter, and Councillor Price seconded to wit:
LOCAL LAW #3 OF 2019
A Local Law providing for changes to the Ogdensburg City Charter.
Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg as follows:
SECTION I. Article VIII of the City Charter of the City of Ogdensburg entitled
Department of Planning and Development be and the same is amended as follows:
§ C-29. Board of Planning and Development.
There shall be a Board of Planning and Development, which shall be constituted
and empowered as a Planning Board pursuant to General City Law, Article 3.
The Board shall consist of five members appointed by the Mayor and City
Council for such terms as are specified in § 27 of the General City Law. An
alternate member with the same authority and responsibilities shall also be
appointed by the Mayor and City Council for the purpose of achieving a quorum.
The Board shall make recommendations to the City Manager and the City
Council on all matters affecting the physical development of the City, shall be
consulted on the Comprehensive Plan and the implementation thereof and shall
exercise all other responsibilities as may be provided by law.
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§ C-32. Board of Appeals.
There shall be a Board of Appeals which shall be constituted and empowered as
a Board of Appeals pursuant to the General City Law, Article 5-A. The Board
shall consist of five members to be appointed by the Mayor and City Council.
An alternate member with the same authority and responsibilities shall also be
appointed by the Mayor and City Council for the purpose of achieving a
quorum. Such members shall serve for terms of three years pursuant to § 81 of
the General City Law. The Board shall hear and decide appeals from
administrative decisions, petitions for variances to City Council ordinances in
the case of peculiar and unusual circumstances where practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardship would prevent carrying out the strict letter of any such
ordinances and such other matters properly coming before it pursuant to the
General City Law and other laws applicable thereto.
SECTION 2. Effective Date: This local law shall take effect immediately upon
filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State.
City Manager Sarah Purdy explained the changes are required to clarify the role of
an alternate member, including voting privileges.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Mayor Ashley moved a resolution to amend the 2019 budget
A5110.330 to include the receipt of Extreme Winter Recovery allocation in the
amount of $49,324.86 for a new grand total of $444,901.97, and Councillor Powers
seconded to wit:
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A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2019 BUDGET
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has been awarded an Extreme Winter
Recovery allocation in the amount of $49,324.86, and
WHEREAS, these funds are to be used for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of
local highways, and
WHEREAS, $395,577.11 in Capital Construction funding (A5110.330) was
included in the 2019 budget, and
WHEREAS, $49,324.86 was not included in the 2019 budget,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Comptroller is authorized
to amend the 2019 budget to include the receipt of $49,324.86 in grant revenue
into account A3501 and appropriate to account A5110.330.
City Manager Sarah Purdy explained this is the second or third consecutive year
the State has awarded this funding in this manner. Ms. Purdy said the CHIPS
funding is available at budget time, but this funding is announced after the winter
season ends. Mayor Ashley asked if the funding can be used for equipment. Ms.
Purdy said she will check and provide Council with an update. Councillor
Skamperle asked if the funding has to be used this year, and Ms. Purdy said it is
intended to be used this year.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
4.
Councillor Kennedy moved a resolution to reschedule the December
2, 2019 Council meeting to Monday, December 16, 2019 due to a scheduling
conflict, and Councillor Price seconded to wit:
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RESOLUTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regularly scheduled Ogdensburg City
Council Meeting of Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. has been changed to
Monday, December 16, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 330 Ford
Street, Ogdensburg, NY 13669.
City Manager Sarah Purdy said Thanksgiving is late this year, and City Hall is
closed on the Thursday and Friday before the original meeting date. Ms. Purdy
explained this leaves a short period of time to prepare the agenda. Ms. Purdy said
the meeting scheduled for December 9, 2019 will still be held. Councillor
Stevenson said she will not be present for the December 9, 2019 meeting.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
5.
Councillor Davis moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
sign an agreement between the City of Ogdensburg and the Ogdensburg Volunteer
Rescue Squad, for ambulance/rescue service within the boundaries of the City of
Ogdensburg, and Councillor Stevenson seconded to wit:
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF OGDENSBURG AND THE
OGDENSBURG VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD
WHEREAS, the City desires to recognize the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue
Squad (OVRS) as a provider of ambulance/rescue squad service within the
boundaries of the City of Ogdensburg, and
WHEREAS, the OVRS is willing to provide said service within the boundaries of
the City of Ogdensburg, and will bill the users of the service directly for their
services, and
WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is for the parties to exchange services
to their mutual benefit,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to
sign the attached agreement between the City of Ogdensburg and the Ogdensburg
Volunteer Rescue Squad.
Mayor Ashley thanked the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad for their services.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
6.
Councillor Stevenson moved a resolution calling for a public hearing
and public notice to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Ogdensburg,
Chapter 177 entitled “Sewers”, in its entirety, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to
wit:
RESOLUTION OF CITY COUNCIL CALLING FOR PUBLIC HEARING
BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held by the Ogdensburg City
Council on the proposed amendment of Ogdensburg Municipal Code Chapter 177,
entitled “Sewers”, in its entirety, said public hearing to be held on September 9,
2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such public
hearing by publication, in the official newspaper, at least five days before the
hearing date, of a notice setting forth the time and place, and describing the
proposed Ordinance in summary form.
City Manager Sarah Purdy said the current Sewer section of the Municipal Code is
forty years old. Ms. Purdy explained it does not reflect the current practices or
what will be after the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project is completed.
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Ms. Purdy said the proposed Sewer use code was prepared by a team of City staff
and DANC representatives and is modeled after other municipalities and the New
York State Department of Environment Conservation’s model sewer use code.
Ms. Purdy added the City Attorney has reviewed the sections the NYSDEC
recommends local attorneys review. Ms. Purdy explained adopting the new Sewer
section will bring our policy up-to-date and position the City to enter into intermunicipal agreements for services more efficiently.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Mayor Ashley thanked Rhonda Roethel and the volunteers for
Bootlegger’s Weekend. Councillor Stevenson added the Historical Commission
organized the event.
2.
Councillor Skamperle asked when the work will begin on the docks
and the boat launches. Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said
AJK Site Development was awarded the contract but has been unable to begin
work because of the high water levels. Ms. Smith said she expects to receive an
updated schedule this week and anticipates work will begin in early September.
Councillor Davis asked if one dock will be completed before the other. Ms. Smith
said yes but noted that she had asked that the Paterson Street boat launch be
completed first.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Mayor Ashley made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to seek
legal advice from the City Attorney and Councillor Price seconded the motion.
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The vote to adjourn to Executive Session was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
Upon returning from Executive Session, all members of Council were still present.
Mayor Ashley said with respect to the letter read under Correspondence, the City
Attorney is reviewing the matter.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
City Manager Sarah Purdy summarized her memorandum regarding a
Government Structure Study. (A copy of her memorandum follows these
minutes.) Ms. Purdy explained with the list of recent successes, the success that
continues and the successes the City looks forward to it does not seem urgent to
look at the City’s form of government at this time. Ms. Purdy suggested the City
pursue the opportunity to create cost efficiencies with shared services and once
accomplished, possibly come back and revisit this idea at that time.
Ms. Purdy said the City could also team up with the library to look at Consolidated
Funding Applications to study the feasibility of their structure. Ms. Purdy said the
City would like to help determine if there is an alternate form of government
available to the library.
Mayor Ashley said there was a need for Executive Session to discuss collective
negotiations pursuant to Article 14 of Civil Service Law, pending litigation and
employment history of a particular person, and Councillor Price seconded the
motion.
The vote to adjourn to Executive Session was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

