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Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:

PRESENT:

Mayor Nelson, Councillors Flynn, Hannan,
Powers, Morley, Sholette and Vaugh

ABSENT:

None

PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing was held regarding Lease of Municipal Property at the
Community Center.
The following spoke against the proposed lease agreement:
- Tim McCabe, owner of the Freighthouse Restaurant
- Doug Loffler, 311 Paddock Street, Ogdensburg
- Debbie Jansen, 31 Market Street, Ogdensburg
The following spoke in favor of the proposed lease agreement:
- Michael and Stephanie Miller, Ogdensburg, NY
- Tony Seldomridge, 251 Old State Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY
No one else being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.

2.
A public hearing was held regarding an Ordinance to amend AR entitled
“Dobisky Center Building Use”.
The following spoke against allowing alcohol in the Dobisky Center Building:
- Tim McCabe, owner of the Freighthouse Restaurant
- Doug Loffler, 311 Paddock Street, Ogdensburg
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No one else being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Kathleen Bouchard read a letter from the American Legion
Post 69 requesting permission to hold the Memorial Day Parade on May 25, 2009 at
10:00 am. Mrs. Bouchard advised Council that the Police Chief has reviewed this
request and approved it. (A copy follows these minutes.)
PERSONAL APPEARANCES
1.
Barbara O’Keefe, President of Fort La Presentation, presented Mayor
Nelson with a book sent by French resident Pierre Berjoan of Verjon, (the city where
founder Abbe Picquet is entombed). Mrs. O’Keefe also updated Council on the
Fort’s upcoming projects.

2.
Gilbert Jones, Jones Trombley Development Corporation, addressed
Council questioning who owns the sidewalk and also requested eight to ten new
handicapped parking spots at 101 Ford Street. Mr. Jones read a 1984 memo from
then City Planner John Krol to City Engineer Bill Gray, City Manager Dan
Fitzpatrick and City Attorney Kathy Wears. (A copy follows these minutes.) Mr.
Jones stated that this memo says the sidewalks are the property of Gaetano. Mr.
Jones said that City Manager Arthur Sciorra told him staff needs to research this and
Mr. Jones advised Council that his project is six weeks behind schedule.
Mayor Nelson moved this discussion to New Business.
3.
Joseph Basta, 818 Main Street, read a prepared statement to Council
regarding the Standard Shade Roller Property. (A copy follows these minutes.)
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CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Nelson moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant #82009 in the amount of $703,969.71 and Library Fund Warrant #8-2009 in the amount
of $26,779.35, Capital Fund Warrant #8-2009 in the amount of $34,412.47 and
Community Development Fund Warrant #8-2009 in the amount of $140,692.03 and
Community Renewal Fund Warrant #8-2009 in the amount of $5,057.55 and HOME
Fund Warrant #8-2009 in the amount of $0.00 and AHC Funds Warrant #8-2009 in
the amount of $0.00 and RESTORE Program Warrant #8-2009 in the amount of
$0.00, as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Flynn seconded
the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

APPOINTMENTS
1.
Mayor Nelson moved the appointment of Amy Warchol to the
Recreation Committee, term to expire 12/31/16, and Councillor Vaugh seconded the
motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
enter into the necessary agreements to operate the concession at the Dobisky
Community Center, and Councillor Morley seconded to wit:
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ORDINANCE # 3 OF 2009
AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE A LEASE OF
MUNICIPAL PROPERTY
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:
ITEM ONE: An ordinance to authorize a lease of municipal property at the Dobisky
Visitors’ Center to North Country Food Services dba Seaway Café and Catering.
ITEM TWO: The City Manager has presented the attached proposed agreement to
lease space at the Dobisky Visitors’ Center. The lease term shall be for an initial
period of three (3) years, with an option to renew, unless either party provides prior
written notice to the other of its intention not to renew not less than 120 days prior to
the expiration of the then current Term.
ITEM THREE: The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the attached lease
agreement, hereby made part of this ordinance.
ITEM FOUR: Passage of this ordinance shall be by a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of
all members of the City Council
ITEM FIVE: This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after publication of notice
that shall give the title and describe same in summary form.
After much discussion from Council about the proposed 3.5% rent, restaurant versus
concession, alcohol use, and request for a cost analysis on expenses by the City,
Mayor Nelson moved to table this resolution and Councillor Vaugh seconded the
motion.
The vote to table was:
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AYES:

Mayor Nelson, Councillors Flynn,
Hannan, Powers, Sholette and Vaugh

NAYS:

Councillor Morley

TABLED, 6 TO 1

2.
Councillor Flynn moved an Ordinance to amend the Administrative
Regulations, §AR-26.2.(B)(2)(h) entitled “Dobisky Center Building Use”, and
Councillor Vaugh seconded to wit:
ORDINANCE #4 OF 2009
TO AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS ARTICLE III, CITY HALL
POLICIES, SECTION AR-26.2.(B)(2)(h)– DOBISKY CENTER BUILDING USE
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:
ITEM ONE: That Article III, City Hall Policies, Section AR-26.2 (B)(2)(h) Dobisky
Center Building Use, is hereby amended as follows:
DELETE:

(h) No alcoholic beverages are permitted.

ADD:

(h) Alcohol is permitted only in accordance with the City’s
approved alcohol policy agreement.

ITEM TWO: This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after publication of
notice which shall give the title and describe same in summary form.
City Manager Arthur Sciorra explained that the alcohol policy for our municipal
facilities was passed on 1/26/09 and this ordinance will make the policy and the
Community Center Building Use consistent. Mr. Sciorra said this is a housekeeping
issue and advised Council that they can change the Alcohol Policy.
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Mayor Nelson stated that he performed a marriage at the Community Center and the
bridal couple weren’t permitted to have a glass of champagne inside the building.
Mayor Nelson added that this change will allow alcohol use with an alcohol permit.
The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Nelson, Councillors Flynn,
Hannan, Powers and Vaugh

NAYS:

Councillors Morley and Sholette

APPROVED, 5 TO 2

3.
Councillor Sholette moved a resolution authorizing only the Mayor and
the City Manager to attend and represent the City and Council at upcoming
conferences due to dire economic conditions, and Councillor Morley seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the overall economic conditions of the Federal, State and local
governments facing unstable economic conditions require responsible government
spending; and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council should evaluate each and every Council
expenditure responsibly; and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that due to these dire economic conditions, only
the Mayor and City Manager as representatives of the City and Council, should attend
any conferences deemed necessary; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Manager, make a
presentation of conference information and materials received from these
conferences, at the next scheduled City Council meeting.
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Councillor Morley moved to amend this resolution by adding “temporary for this
fiscal year, 2009”. The motion died for lack of a second.
After much discussion amongst Council, the vote was:
AYES:

Councillors Morley and Sholette

NAYS:

Mayor Nelson, Councillors Flynn,
Hannan, Powers and Vaugh

DEFEATED, 5 TO 2
4.
Councillor Morley moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) project listing form and
application package to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation
(NYSEFC) for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Energy Efficiency Improvement
Project and enter into and execute a project agreement with NYSEFC, and Councillor
Powers seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A
CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) APPLICATION TO THE
NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION
(NYSEFC) FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ENERGY
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) energy efficiency
improvement project, to be funded in part by the NYSEFC CWSRF, has been
determined to be in the public interest; and
WHEREAS, the WWTP energy efficiency improvement project will positively affect
the environment; and
WHEREAS, the project will result in a reduction of energy usage and cost at the
WWTP;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City Council hereby
authorizes the City Manager to submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF) project listing form and application package to the New York State
Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC) for the Wastewater Treatment Plant
Energy Efficiency Improvement Project and, upon approval of said request, to enter
into and execute a project agreement with the NYSEFC.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

5.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) project listing form and
application package to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation
(NYSEFC) for the Water Distribution Improvement Project and to enter into and
execute a project agreement with NYSEFC, and Councillor Vaugh seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A
CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) APPLICATION TO THE
NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION
(NYSEFC) FOR THE WATER SYSTEM DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT
WHEREAS, the proposed water system distribution improvement project, to be
funded in part by the NYSEFC DWSRF, has been determined to be in the public
interest; and
WHEREAS, the water distribution improvement project will positively effect the
City’s water distribution system’s fire flow and pressure; and
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WHEREAS, the Lake Street Bridge supports a portion of the water distribution
piping that passes potable water from the water filtration plant on the west side of the
Oswegatchie River to the portion of the City on the east side of the Oswegatchie
River; and
WHEREAS, the Lake Street Bridge is now unsafe and must be removed;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City Council hereby
authorizes the City Manager to submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF) project listing form and application package to the New York State
Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC) for the Water Distribution
Improvement Project and, upon approval of said request, to enter into and execute a
project agreement with the NYSEFC.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

6.
Councillor Hannan moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) project listing form and
application package to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation
(NYSEFC) for the Lake Street Bridge Project and to enter into and execute a project
agreement with NYSEFC, and Councillor Sholette seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A CLEAN WATER STATE
REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) APPLICATION TO THE NEW YORK STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION (NYSEFC) FOR THE LAKE
STREET BRIDGE PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Lake Street Bridge project, to be funded in part by the NYSEFC
CWSRF, has been determined to be in the public interest; and
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WHEREAS, the Lake Street Bridge supports the existing force main that transports
the sanitary sewage from the west side of the Oswegatchie River to the City’s WWTP
on the east side of the Oswegatchie River; and
WHEREAS, the force main is a critical component of the City’s sanitary sewer
infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, the existing Lake Street Bridge is unsafe and must be removed;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City Council hereby
authorizes the City Manager to submit a Clean Water State Revolving Fund
(CWSRF) project listing form and application package to the New York State
Environmental Facilities Corporation (NYSEFC) for the Lake Street Bridge Project
and, upon approval of said request, to enter into and execute a project agreement with
the NYSEFC.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
7.
Councillor Flynn moved a resolution that will allow for the purchase and
installation of automation equipment for the Water Filtration Plant, and Councillor
Vaugh seconded to wit:
A RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT
AND AMEND THE WATER FUND BUDGET
WHEREAS, THE City is continuing to institute measures to reduce expenditures and
at the same time improve efficiencies in all areas; and
WHEREAS, as part of this endeavor the City recently specified and bid equipment
that will allow us to automate the operation of the Water Filtration Plant; and
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WHEREAS, the installation of said automation equipment will contribute
substantially to the reduction in cost of operating the plant; and
WHEREAS, the lowest bid received exceeded the budgeted amount of $35,000.00;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager is authorized to sign
a contract with S & L Electric, of Colton NY, to purchase and install said equipment
for $63,720,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Comptroller is authorized to transfer
$31,906, which will include a contingency of $3,186, if needed, from the fund
balance in the Water Fund to F83200.330 to cover the cost of the equipment and
installation
The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Nelson, Councillors Flynn,
Hannan, Powers and Vaugh

NAYS:

Councillors Morley and Sholette

APPROVED, 5 TO 2
Mayor Nelson requested to amend the agenda to add Agenda Bill #40.
There was a consensus of Council to act on Agenda Bill #40.
8.
Mayor Nelson moved a resolution calling for a Public Hearing regarding
the Sale of City-Owned Property in the Ogdensburg Empire Zone, and Councillor
Powers seconded to wit:
A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING THE SALE OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
IN THE OGDENSBURG EMPIRE ZONE
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WHEREAS, a portion of the City of Ogdensburg has been designated as a New York
State Empire Zone, and
WHEREAS, New York State law, in order to further the purpose of the Empire Zone
program, permits a local government entity to lease or sell, without public bidding or
public sale, real or personal property it owns within the Empire Zone, and
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has acquired title, via tax foreclosure, to all that
tract of land situate in the City of Ogdensburg known as 30 Main Street, Ogdensburg,
New York bearing Tax Identification Number 48.078-4-32, which parcel is more
particularly described in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto, and
WHEREAS, Tubroburg, LLC desires to enter into a Purchase Agreement with the
City of Ogdensburg for the pre-closing occupancy and purchase, of said real property,
and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council is desirous of encouraging the continued
use and development of the real property which is improved by a cheese
manufacturing plant, and
WHEREAS, New York State law mandates that such a Sale be finalized only after
giving public notice in a local newspaper and conducting a public hearing,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Council shall
hold a public hearing on Monday, May 11, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 330 Ford
Street in the Council Chambers regarding this proposed Sale of City-owned property,
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall publish a notice of such
public hearing in the local newspaper, including such information as: (1) the identity
of the Buyer as Tubroburg, LLC having a business address of 955 Browers Point
Branch, Hewlett Neck, New York 15598;
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(2) that the purpose of the sale is to facilitate the use and development of a cheese
manufacturing plant on the property; (3) that the sale price of such parcel has been
established by the Ogdensburg City Council at $900,000 (4) that Tubroburg, LLC
have the right to occupy the property for the purpose of conducting cheese making
operations for a fee of $12,000 per month prior to the closing, (5) and that closing
shall not occur later than June 1, 2010, 5:00 p.m.
Councillor Morley thanked the City Manager for his hard work to keep this plant
open.
Mayor Nelson stated that this is great news, putting people back to work and creating
business.
Councillor Flynn stated he is unable to attend the May 11 meeting.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

OLD BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Morley questioned the Municipal Code regulations
prohibiting bonfires in the City. Mayor Nelson said this is for the protection of
homeowners. City Manager Arthur Sciorra stated he would review these regulations.
2.
Councillor Morley stated that we received a $750,000. Restore NY
Grant a year ago for Shade Roller demolition and questioned why nothing has been
done. Councillor Morley questioned how we will receive any further funding if we
don’t spend what we have. City Manager Arthur Sciorra stated that there is a
substantial amount of asbestos in the building which drove up the cost to demo over
the original estimate. Mr. Sciorra stated that the cost to demolish the building is up to
about $1.4 million and the state expects us to make up the difference.
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Councillor Morley said we acquired this building two years ago and are responsible
for securing it. Mr. Sciorra stated we acquired the property due to the owner not
paying taxes. Mayor Nelson said staff needs to update Council with a cost estimate to
remove the asbestos, secure the building and demolish it. Councillor Powers asked if
the $750,000. grant was specific to the demolition of the building and can the
asbestos abatement be started. Mr. Sciorra stated that the asbestos abatement is part
of the complete demolition.
3.
Councillor Sholette asked for an update on the Coast Guard’s request to
place a bulletin board at the Visitor’s Center to post their waterfront events. Mr.
Sciorra said we are reviewing this request but must also consider a bulletin board that
can be used by all organizations wishing to post their waterfront events.
4.
Councillor Sholette questioned if NYSDOT had been contacted about
the no parking sign in front of Riverview Towers. Mr. Sciorra said they have been
contacted.
5.
Councillor Sholette asked for an update on the request for a certified
weigh station at the Community Center. Mr. Sciorra said he is working on this and
will keep Council updated.
6.
Councillor Sholette asked for an update on the contract between the
Rescue Squad and the City. Mr. Sciorra advised it is presently with their attorney.
7.
Councillor Sholette questioned if the Diamond Property received a clean
bill of health to allow fishing from it’s shoreline. Mr. Sciorra said it is ok to fish from
the shoreline.
8.
Councillor Sholette questioned if we have received the $280,000.
Stonegarden Grant funding that was awarded to Ogdensburg Police and will be
administered through the County. City Manager Arthur Sciorra said the funding has
been received.
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9.
Councillor Hannan questioned if we have contacted the schools to
develop no smoking signs for the parks. Mr. Sciorra said he will get an update from
staff.
10. Councillor Hannan asked if staff has any intention of moving the horse
shoe pits. Mr. Sciorra said no.
11. Councillor Hannan questioned if Mr. Sciorra has an update on his
recommended cuts to the 2009 budget and asked when Council can expect this
information. Mr. Sciorra said this is under discussion but has no exact date as he has
been focusing on the 2008 closeout.
12. Councillor Hannan stated that back in March, Mr. Sciorra said he was
close to putting together a compensation recommendation and asked when Council
can expect this information. Mr. Sciorra said he needs to meet with the Executive
Compensation Committee first.
13. Councillor Hannan said in March Mr. Sciorra said he was developing a
RFP for the City Attorney position and questioned the status. Mr. Sciorra said he is
still working on it with Attorney Michael Gebo.
Councillor Hannan said he has a couple issues with this as we’ve been without an
attorney since July and issues came up tonight in which an attorney might have been
helpful. Mayor Nelson asked Mr. Sciorra to develop a running status report on these
outstanding items we’re working on to streamline some of our meeting time.
14. Councillor Hannan said he asked in March for an update on the status of
the joint application for the City’s assistance to the Park Plaza owner and asked when
Council can expect this information. Mr. Sciorra said there is no process, we are in
court. Mayor Nelson said this information was provided in previous Council updates.
Mayor Nelson requested the City Manager transmit all documents pertaining to this
property to Council.
15. Councillor Hannan asked when the City Manager will provide an update
on his 2009 objectives. Mr. Sciorra stated that he is working on the final strategic
management plan with his staff.
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Councillor Hannan said that’s not what he asked for and this was clarified in an
executive session. Mayor Nelson said Mr. Sciorra is working on it.
16. Councillor Flynn said last year Council had City Attorney Katherine
Wears prepare a memo to the Planning Board asking them to review the policy for
the Storage of Unregistered Vehicles and we haven’t received their recommendation.
Councillor Flynn requested we send them another copy of this memo.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Morley introduced Mr. Gil Jones’ request about the sidewalk
and handicapped parking spots at 101 Ford Street . Councillor Morley stated he
received an email about diagonal parking and questioned if this is feasible. Mr.
Sciorra said Mr. Jones has changed his mind about who will do this project and how
it will be done three times. Mayor Nelson asked the City Manager to schedule a
meeting with the DPW Director, Planner and Mr. Jones to resolve this.
2.
Councillor Sholette said the City is facing tough financial times and
questioned if we can or have ever used grant money to fund the day to day
operations. Mayor Nelson said no.

3.
Councillor Sholette questioned the status of our written plan to pay our
debt to the County. City Manager Arthur Sciorra stated that the City and County
comptrollers are still in discussion. Councillor Sholette said he was on the County
website today and saw a resolution from the Finance Committee regarding Home
Rule which won’t be good for the City of Ogdensburg. Councillor Sholette explained
that Home Rule allows the county to petition the state to take away our sales tax or
tax options.
Councillor Sholette added that the resolution states the reason for this is because
they’re not getting communication from us on how we’re going to pay.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 27, 2009
Page 99
City Comptroller Philip Cosmo stated that he has been talking to the County
Treasurer and he is bringing some discussion to his finance meeting tonight.
Mr. Sciorra stated that Councillor Sholette is mixing up property taxes and Home
Rule, which deals with sales tax.
Mayor Nelson said Councillor Sholette is getting mixed information about our
communication with the County.
4.
Councillor Vaugh explained that the recent NYS Budget included a
Bigger, Better Bill for water bottle redemption and could cause Ogdensburg Pepsi
Bottlers and Misserts to face extra expenses and possible layoffs. After much
discussion amongst Council, Mayor Nelson said he would send a letter to our
representatives. Councillor Hannan suggested it would be more beneficial to invite
our state representatives to attend a Council Meeting and address these issues.
5.
Councillor Morley stated that the State Empire Zone funding ends
6/30/09 and questioned how we will fund the Economic Development position the
rest of the year. Mr. Sciorra said he doesn’t know at this time. Mayor Nelson asked
Mr. Sciorra to address this in his recommended cuts to the 2009 budget.
6.
Mayor Nelson said this Friday, May 1st will be a Relay for Life, Paint the
Town Purple in the City. Mayor Nelson said the Relay for Life group is trying to
raise money and make people aware of causes of cancer.
7.
Mayor Nelson also said this Friday, May 1st the Special Olympics Torch
Run will begin at City Hall at 7:30 am.
8.
Mayor Nelson said Mr. Basta discussed the American Communities at
the tonight’s meeting and directed Mr. Sciorra to provide Council with a recap of the
project information.
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ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
City Comptroller Philip Cosmo presented and explained a Summary
Report for the 2008 Fiscal Year End Report. (A copy follows these minutes.)

Mayor Nelson moved to adjourn to Executive Session and Councillor Vaugh
seconded the motion. Mayor Nelson stated there will not be Council action following
this session.

On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

