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Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll: 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Nelson, Councillors Ashley, Cilley,  
Hosmer, Morley, Skamperle and Stevenson 

 
 ABSENT:  None 
 
 
Mayor Nelson stated that the first item on the agenda was an Executive Session to 
discuss a personnel matter and potential litigation by the City Manager, Art Sciorra, 
and Councillor Morley seconded the motion.   
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
All members of Council returned from Executive Session.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Nelson explained that the purpose of this special meeting was to conduct a 
Public Hearing in response to a written request filed by Mr. Sciorra in response to the 
City Council’s December 19, 2011 preliminary resolution to terminate the City 
Manager for cause.  Mayor Nelson further explained that this hearing is for Mr. 
Sciorra to address the Council on those issues in this public forum and that Mr. 
Sciorra’s request is made and is pursuant to the City Charter, Section §C-20(b) which 
specifically authorizes the public hearing requested by Mr. Sciorra.  Mayor Nelson 
advised that the hearing will be conducted in compliance with the City Charter and 
the Administrative Code.   
 
Mayor Nelson read aloud §AR-17- H. (8.2), Procedures of Council Meetings; Manner 
of addressing the Council and time limit.   It reads: 
 
Each person addressing the Council shall stand, approach the microphone, give 
his/her name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record and, unless further 
time is granted by the Chair or requested of the Chair by a member of Council, shall 
limit their address to five minutes. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a  



SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
January 11, 2012 
Page 12 
 
 
body, and not to any member thereof. No questions shall be asked of the Chair or the 
Councilors. Each person shall be given only one opportunity to speak and will be 
limited to the topic which is the subject of the public hearing.   
 
Mayor Nelson advised that the City Council is authorized by the Charter to amend 
this procedure as needed.  Mayor Nelson moved to amend the time limit for anyone 
speaking on Mr. Sciorra’s behalf and at his request may speak for an unlimited 
amount of time,  while others speaking on their own will be limited to three (3) 
minutes and Councillor Morley seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
Mayor Nelson asked if any member of Council had any procedural questions, and 
there were none.  Mayor Nelson advised Mr. Sciorra that the City Council had 
received his written response and will review it before any decision is made.  Mayor 
Nelson said that Mr. Sciorra’s response can be made part of the Public Hearing 
record if he would like the City Clerk to read his statement, or he could read it into 
the record himself.  Mr. Sciorra stated that he would read it into record himself. 
 
Mayor Nelson opened the Public Hearing to the general public.  The following spoke: 
 
1.  Jim Weiler, 1901 Ford Street, Ogdensburg, NY,  stated that Art Sciorra has made 
some serious judgment mistakes, but we’ve all done that.  Mr. Weiler added that it’s 
time to forgive but not necessarily forget and give him back his job. 
 
2. Richard Fisher, 901 New York Avenue, Ogdensburg, advised that he was one of 
the people who reviewed the C-14 report prepared by City Attorney Andrew Silver.  
Mr. Fisher said that he spent many hours in the City Clerk’s Office reviewing the 
report and taking notes.  Mr. Fisher added that he found inconsistent statements, lots 
of holes and gaps in timelines, and advised that at least 21 City employees touched 
the 819 Knox Street property.  Mr. Fisher said it was not fair that only one person 
was being held responsible for the problems with 819 Knox Street.  Mr. Fisher’s three 
minutes expired and Mr. Sciorra stated that he wanted Mr. Fisher to continue 
speaking on his behalf.  Mr. Fisher gave a lengthy synopsis of the history of 819  
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Knox Street and explained that Mr. Sciorra gave directives which were not followed.  
Mr. Fisher advised that he had received information regarding discussions on public 
policy that took place outside of Council Chambers from a City Councillor whose 
term ended December 31, 2011.  Mayor Nelson asked Mr. Fisher to stay on the topic 
of the Public Hearing.  Mr. Fisher reminded Council of the purpose of the C-14 
investigation and that people were talking about getting rid of Mr. Sciorra.  Mr. 
Fisher stated that Mr. Sciorra is not solely responsible for the 819 Knox Street matter. 
 
3.   John Oakes, 718 Canton Street, Ogdensburg, stated that he didn’t want to see 
anyone lose their job, but that you either lie or you don’t, and if you lie you are done. 
 
4.   Mary Peccolo, 95 Monkey Hill Road, Ogdensburg, stated that she didn’t read the 
reports but did follow the newspaper closely and spoke with many people on this 
issue.  Mrs. Peccolo stated that she was one of the first people Art Sciorra met when 
he came to Ogdensburg as he and his wife rented from her for about a year and a half 
and she got to know them both very well.  Mrs. Peccolo advised that she doesn’t 
know what went on, but Art Sciorra is an upstanding guy and a spiritual man who 
told her today that this is in God’s hands.  Mrs. Peccolo added that she doesn’t know 
who is at fault but can understand how he might not know everything that was going 
on.  Mrs. Peccolo said that if the City takes a house for non-payment of taxes all 
departments should know what’s going on with it, not just one person.  Mrs. Peccolo 
said that she does not feel that Art was the only person responsible, and asked that 
anyone in the room who had never made a mistake or told a lie to come forward.  
Mrs. Peccolo added that Art Sciorra is a good person who has done a lot for the City 
and that the City is financially better off thanks to him and the Council.  Mrs. Peccolo 
urged Council to keep him. 
 
Mr. Sciorra read his written response and asked if Council had any questions.  (A 
copy of Mr. Sciorra’s statement follows these minutes.)  
 
Councillor Hosmer asked if there was a lease with the tenants at 819 Knox Street.  
Mr. Sciorra responded that there was no lease for 819 Knox or 2 Grove Street.  Mr. 
Hosmer asked how rent was collected without a lease. Mr. Sciorra responded that rent 
is one matter and a lease is another.   
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Councillor Ashley asked if City Comptroller Phil Cosmo had the authority to sign a 
lease.  Mr. Sciorra said he didn’t believe so.  Mr. Sciorra’s attorney consulted with 
Mr. Sciorra briefly.  Mr. Sciorra advised Council that his attorney said a lease is not 
required for rent to be collected under a month to month tenancy.   
 
Councillor Hosmer stated that Mr. Sciorra advised a lot of people to do things and 
questioned if Mr. Sciorra felt any responsibility.  Mr. Sciorra responded that he had 
stated to Council that he took responsibility as the City Manager but didn’t feel that 
meant he would take the guilt.  Councillor Hosmer stated that it sounded like Mr. 
Sciorra was looking to get his job back, and if so questioned how Mr. Sciorra could 
remedy the problem with staff.  Mr. Sciorra said that was an excellent question and 
spoke about his behavior prior to being put on administrative leave.  Mr. Sciorra said 
that he prepared and coordinated a budget with the City Comptroller and department 
heads which Council passed while all of this was going on.  Mr. Sciorra stated that he 
showed up for work everyday and performed his job in spite of everything.  Mr. 
Sciorra added that in July Council instructed him to clean up this mess and he worked 
with City Attorney Andy Silver to redraft the NSP and also briefed Council on the 
pro’s and con’s of moving forward with the sale of Grove and Knox Street.  Mr. 
Sciorra said that his answer to Councillor Hosmer would be that he never stopped 
doing his job and that he came to Ogdensburg to do the best job he could possibly do 
for the people of the City of Ogdensburg and is prepared to continue to do the same.  
Mr. Sciorra said he realizes that controversy is part of the job and that he did not want 
to place blame, he wanted to take responsibility with the staff to correct it.  Mr. 
Sciorra stated that policy and procedures have been put in place to make sure it 
doesn’t occur again and the City can be a better organization.  Mr. Sciorra said that he 
learned a lot from this and concluded that he is and has always been prepared to do 
the job. 
 
Mr. Sciorra’s attorney, Gillef R. Abitbol, addressed Council and stated that everyone 
should be proud of being here and the debate tonight.  Mr. Abitbol stated that 
although he had reservations about the City Charter and Mr. Sciorra’s contract, this is 
the way citizens should live together in a democratic process.  Mr. Abitbol said that 
democracy is what makes the system work and different points of view are always 
welcome.  Mr. Abitbol stated that it was best to keep emotions out of it and everyone 
should be proud of the way this matter was handled.  Attorney Abitbol thanked 
everyone.  Mr. Sciorra also thanked Mayor Nelson and members of Council. 
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Mayor Nelson declared the Public Hearing closed.   
 
Mayor Nelson moved to adjourn to executive session, and Councillor Morley 
seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
All members of Council were still present when they returned from Executive 
Session. 
 
Mayor Nelson made a motion to adjourn the meeting until Tuesday, January 17, 2012 
at 5:00 p.m.,  and Councillor Skamperle seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
*Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 5:00 p.m., all members of Council were present and 
reconvened the Special Meeting. 
 
Mayor Nelson moved to adjourn to executive session, and Councillor Morley 
seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
Upon returning from Executive Session, all members of Council were still present. 
 
 
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 1.   Councillor Hosmer moved a resolution to terminate City Manager Arthur 
Sciorra, and Councillor Morley seconded to wit: 
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RESOLUTION  
TO TERMINATE CITY MANAGER ARTHUR J. SCIORRA  

 
WHEREAS, Arthur J. Sciorra is the City Manager of the City of Ogdensburg, New 
York; and 
 
WHEREAS, Arthur J. Sciorra serves as the City Manager of the City of Ogdensburg, 
New York pursuant to Section 2 of the 2006 City Manager Employment Agreement 
between the City of Ogdensburg and, the City Manager, (the “Employment 
Agreement”) is employed to perform the functions and duties specified in the City 
Charter, the Municipal Code of the City of Ogdensburg and the Administrative 
Regulations, promulgated pursuant thereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, section C-20 of the City Charter provides that the City of Ogdensburg 
City Council may remove the City Manager from office in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in section C-20; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has fully complied with the procedures set out in 
section C-20 of the City Charter;   
 
NOW BE IT RESOLVED that effective immediately the City Council hereby 
terminates Arthur J. Sciorra as the City of Ogdensburg City Manager in compliance 
with the requirements of the City Charter and pursuant to Section 9 of the 
Employment Agreement;   
 
NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to immediately 
deliver a copy of this Final Resolution of Termination to Mr. Sciorra.   
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
 
 
 2. Councillor Ashley moved a resolution to extend the appointment of the 
Acting City Manager, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit: 
 

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE  
APPOINTMENT OF THE ACTING CITY MANAGER 
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WHEREAS, Philip Cosmo was the Assistant City Manager of the City of 
Ogdensburg, New York on December 19, 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 19, 2011 the City Council passed a Preliminary 
Resolution to Terminate the City Manager, Arthur J. Sciorra, for cause (“Preliminary 
Resolution”); and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Preliminary Resolution, City Manager Arthur J. Sciorra 
was suspended from each and every one of his duties and responsibilities as City 
Manager through and until such date and time that the City Council adopts a final 
resolution of removal or otherwise resolves the issues addressed and related to the 
Preliminary Resolution, but in no case for a period greater than forty-five (45) days; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Section C-21(B) of the City Charter for the City of Ogdensburg 
provides that the Assistant City Manager may serve as Acting City Manager in the 
City Manager’s absence; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 19, 2011, the City Council passed a Resolution appointing 
Assistant City Manager Philip Cosmo as Acting City Manager for the duration of 
City Manager Arthur J. Sciorra’s suspension, but in no case for a period greater than 
forty-five (45) days; and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2012 the City Council adopted a Final Resolution of 
Removal, permanently and immediately removing Arthur J. Sciorra from his position 
as City Manager;   

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the appointment of Philip Cosmo as the  Acting City 
Manager is hereby extended an additional ninety (90) days from the date of this 
Resolution to and including April 16, 2012, or until the appointment of a City 
Manager by City Council pursuant to § C-18 of the City Charter, whichever occurs 
first.  
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
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 3. Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution to authorize the Acting City 
Manager to enter into a Settlement Agreement with Arthur J. Sciorra, and Councillor 
Stevenson seconded to wit: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACTING CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH  

ARTHUR J. SCIORRA 
 
WHEREAS, Arthur J. Sciorra is the City Manager of the City of Ogdensburg, New 
York; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December  7, 2011 Arthur J. Sciorra filed two (2) Notice of Claim 
with the City of Ogdensburg alleging, respectively, a breach of contract by the City of 
Ogdensburg and the defamation of Arthur J. Sciorra by representatives of the City of 
Ogdensburg; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 19, 2011 the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg 
adopted a Preliminary Resolution to Terminate Arthur J. Sciorra as the City Manager 
of the City of Ogdensburg, New York, for cause; and 
 
WHEREAS, on each of December 16, 2011 and on or about January 3, 2012 Arthur 
J. Sciorra filed an amended and expanded breach of contract Notice of Claim with the 
City of Ogdensburg; and 
 
WHEREAS, both the City of Ogdensburg and Arthur J. Sciorra recognize the benefits 
to each of resolving the on-going above-described dispute; and  
 
WHEREAS, the attached proposed settlement agreement has been agreed to by 
Arthur J. Sciorra. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Acting City Manager is hereby 
authorized to execute the attached Settlement Agreement.  
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 
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Mayor Nelson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Councillor Ashley 
seconded the motion. 
 
The vote was: 
 
CARRIED, AYES ALL 


























