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Major League Fishing Tournament Plans
Plans are gearing up for the June 26-July 1 Major League Fishing Tournament in Ogdensburg. City
staff and community partners anticipate widespread interest in the Tournament, and are working to
coordinate family-oriented events that will complement the Tournament events and provide a
memorable experience for all who come to visit.
The Major League Fishing Planning Committee met Tuesday to kick off the event coordination, and
started by reviewing the following Tournament schedule:
• Fishing Tournament is catch and release. Any fish caught will be weighed on the boat and then
released. There will be NO weigh-ins at the end of each day.
• This event is made for TV, it will be shown on the Outdoor Network and Discovery channel.
• There are 80 anglers slated to fish. Forty will fish while the others will be available to be out in
the community, performing meet and greets, demonstrations, casting contests, etc.
• Major League Fishing will be looking to have its sponsors be part of a festival from June 26 –
June 28. Sponsors will be setting up in Greenbelt those days.
• Initial plans are to hold the Parks & Recreation Department and Salvation Army’s annual kickoff the summer event those days in Library Park to provide family fun.
• The committee can hold its own vendor shows but they cannot compete with Major League
Fishing’s sponsors.
• Informational packets for anglers and families will be sent via email prior to the event by the
Greater Ogdensburg Chamber of Commerce, and welcome bags for the Angler Meeting on
Tuesday, June 23, will be distributed as well
The Planning Committee has established sub-committees to help with all the facets of the Tournament
planning. Sub-committees will meet on their own and report back to the overall committee. The
following are the sub-committees formed and who will be heading them:
•
•
•
•
•

SAFETY COMMITTEE – Matt Curatolo will work with the Ogdensburg Police Department, the
Ogdensburg Fire Department and St. Lawrence County Emergency Management Services officials to
make sure required plans are in plan.
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE – Greater Ogdensburg Chamber of Commerce Director Laura Pearson and
Matt Curatolo will develop ways for the community to volunteer during the Major League Fishing event.
VENDOR COMMITTEE – Laura Pearson will work with JoAnn Roberts from the St. Lawrence County
Chamber of Commerce to develop plan for food and vendors to participate.
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE – City Councilor Nichole Kennedy and Salvation Army Captain AnnMarie
Duvanney will begin work on establishing events and activities for each day of the festival.
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE – Local businessman Bill Hosmer and Laura Pearson will work on possible
fundraisers to help offset costs and to facilitate more activities.

Anyone who wants to get involved in any part of the Major League Fishing Tournament planning can
contact Matt Curatolo at mcuratolo@ogdensburg.org or (315) 393-1980. Volunteers are needed, and
the City encourages anyone to get involved in any way they can.
The Major League Fishing Planning Committee consists of Committee Co-Chairs Matt Curatolo and
Laura Pearson, and members Bill Hosmer, Scott Wright, John Missert, AnnMarie Duvanney, City
Councilor Nichole Kennedy, and Recreation Clerk Tia Beaulieu. JoAnn Roberts and Jonnie Claeys
from the St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce are providing assistance to the Committee.
The Committee’s next meeting is at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, February 11 at the Dobisky Center. All are
welcome to attend.
Water Main Replacement
In January 2019, the City of Ogdensburg was awarded a State and Municipal Facilities (SAM) Grant
with assistance from former Assemblywoman Addie Jenne. The funding is for improvements to
municipal water and sewer infrastructure, specifically, the replacement of water infrastructure along
Ford Street Extension and implementation of new water service for the Diamond National site.
The City has proposed a phased approach to implementing these improvements with priority given to
the replacement of 1,525 lineal feet of 8-inch corroded ductile iron water main with new PVC water
main in the northern right-of-way of Ford Street Extension. The soils in this area of the right-of-way
have been tested by Atlantic Testing Laboratories and have been determined to be contributing to the
deterioration of the existing water main. Therefore, the proposed replacement will utilize PVC
pipeline that is more appropriate for corrosive soil conditions.
The SAM grant will cover 100% of project costs, but cannot be used to offset employee wages.
Therefore, the project has been published for bid in accordance with grant guidelines through the
City’s website (www.ogensburg.org). The bid opening has been set for Wednesday, February 26, 2020
at 2:00 p.m.
Project Updates
The handouts from Monday’s City Council meeting that provide updates on the Maple City Trail and
212 Ford Street projects are provided for public information for anyone who did not have the
opportunity to see them at the Council meeting,

MAPLE CITY RAIL TRAIL TIMELINE AND BACKGROUND
Synopsis: The City worked closely with St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators and senior engineering
students at Clarkson University to prepare the design concept and successful application for funding
through the Federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). The conversion and use of the
abandoned railroad bridge and corridor for pedestrian, bicyclist and other non-motorized transportation
users will add ~3,500’ to the existing trail and create a loop with the Black River Trail (Maple Traditions)
Scenic Byway at State Rt. 812. The rail bridge will connect the existing trail to State Highway 812
through a series of recreational easements with privately held property adjacent to the bridge. The
proposed extension is a recommendation dating back to the 2004 City of Ogdensburg Waterfront
Redevelopment Action Plan that has carried through to the more recent 2013 Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program (LWRP), 2015 Oswegatchie Blueway Trail Plan, and 2016 Brownfield Opportunity
Area Plan.
Status: City is engaged in a contract with Fisher Associates to complete the required engineering and
design associated with this project. To date, the City has received $2,357,300 in Federal DOT funds
through the Transportation Alternatives Program which provides 80% of projects costs. The required
20% local share required for both grants totals $589,329. The City has provided the following to offset
matching cash contributions (to date):
•
•
•

$250,000 NYS EDS grant, Awarded December 2016
$290,000 appraised value of RR Bridge
City labor, equipment, and materials can be used to offset the remaining $49,325 in matching
funds, along with additional grants.
o Locally, the Health Initiative has also provided a grant in the amount of $15,558 to
create a digital sidewalk inventory in partnership Clarkson University.

Timeline:
October 21, 2016 – City submitted Transportation Alternative Program application.
April 17, 2017 – City receives award of $1,644,800 to extend the existing Maple City Trail across the
abandoned rail road trestle bridge, locally known as the Black Bridge.
March 19, 2018 – Final executed contract with Fisher Associates $353,000
•
•

•

Data Collection
Preliminary Design
o Includes bridge inspection
o Public Comment
Environmental Review
o SEQRA & NEPA, SHPO
o Required mussel survey
o Permits and approvals
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Right-of-way acquisition
o Survey, mapping, legal
Detailed design
o A 10’ shared use trail with 2’ shoulders and asphalt surface to match the existing trail.
Advertising, bid opening, and award
Construction support
Construction inspection
Estimating and Technical Assumption

September 7, 2018 – Open House with exhibits displayed of the proposed project improvements. The
public was given the opportunity to view displays and ask the design team from Fisher Associates and
City representative’s questions.
August, 2018 – City submits application for supplemental funds to cover costs associated with damage
to Pier 1 identified in Bridge Inspection Report.
April 24, 2019 – City receives supplemental TAP award in the amount of $712,500 to facilitate the
replacement of Pier 1 of the former Penn Central “Black Bridge” Rail Bridge. The need for this
replacement was noted in a June 2018 Bridge Inspection report completed by Fisher Associates.
September 2019 – City received Final Design Report from Fisher Associates.
November 2019 – DOT cleared consultant to initiate ROW acquisition
January 2020 – City received ROW documents for execution
December 2019 – Competed design, final requires completion of ROW
Next Steps: The project is expected to go to bid in the spring of 2020 with construction to commence
summer/fall 2020 through fall 2021.
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Figure 1: Rail Bridge looking north towards existing MCT
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Figure 2: September 6, 2018 Public Meeting
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212 FORD STREET TIMELINE AND BACKGROUND
Synopsis: Originally constructed as a department store in 1940, later operated as a bar/retail
establishment until 2004, sold to "personal investments, Inc., but was unoccupied. Sold to Jems
Art Inc. on May, 25, 2006. Building remained vacant. Owner stopped paying property taxes in
2008, resulting in property tax foreclosure by the City on June 23, 2010.
Status: December 2019, City submitted an EPA Cleanup Application in the amount of $500,000
to conduct asbestos abatement and demolition of the condemned structure at 212 Ford Street.
The City has also submitted this project for funding through the National Grid Shovel Ready
grants, which has been accepted. This funding will provide 25% matching funds up to $300,000
and can be used to cover the City’s 20% local match requirements for the pending EPA grant if
awarded.
Timeline:
June 23 2010 – City acquired property through property tax foreclosure process
Fall, 2011 – City receives engineering report from Tisdel Associates outlining the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Existing roof membrane and flashing are in poor condition.
Existing roof decking is in poor condition, a number of areas need to be
repaired/replaced.
There may be ACM under roof membrane.
Interior entrance stairs on the north side of the building need structural repair.
The is significant mold growth in a number of areas throughout the building.
A hazardous materials investigation should be conducted for the entire building.

October 19, 2012 – updated from Engineers noted the following additional concerns:
•
•
•

The condition of the floor systems, particularly on the north side of the building, must
be elevated due to water intrusion.
Additional mold growth and water damage.
Engineers recommendation: replace entire roof structure, cost $225,000 – $275,000
o Alternative: Temporary repairs (2 +/- years) to roof and decking, cost $25,000 $50,000

September 25, 2013 – Engineer reports “building may still be salvageable, but is likely not to be
cost effective due to the presence of hazardous material (asbestos, lead, mold, etc.), and
extensive water damage”.
August 1, 2014 – City utilized EPA grant funds to conduct asbestos survey of building.
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•

Survey was performed by DG Cole in accordance with New York Code Rule 56. Survey
did identify ACM throughout building.

July 4, 2015 – Partial building collapse, northeast corner
June 8, 2016 – City received letter from SHPO. Demolition of 212 Ford Street would have “no
impact on archeological or historical resources listed as or eligible for NYS and National Register
of Historical Places”.
June 29, 2016 – City employee injured conducting inspection of building.
September 25, 2016 – Published legal notice advertising Property Assessment List for strategic
demolition within City’s BOA. List included 17 Main Street, 420 Lafayette Street, and 212 Ford
Street.
September 26, 2016 – City held public hearing on proposed Property Assessment List.
•

City elected to pursue demolition of 17 Main Street and 420 Lafayette Street

March 31, 2017 – City observed portions of stucco falling from building. City responded by
installing barricades around rear perimeter of building.
August 12, 2019 – City Staff responded to concern from adjacent property owner that water
was infiltrating their property through the roof of 212 Ford Street. Staff met with property
owner’s representative to see damage within adjacent property and view the condition of the
roof of 212 Ford Street. The City committed to completing a dye test in the spring of 2020 to
trace potential leaks that could be contributing to damage of adjacent property.
December 2, 2019 – Issuance of formal condemnation by Code Enforcement Officer who
deemed the structure unsafe to enter due to structural failure and excessive mold.
Next Steps: Pending EPA grant application, notice of awards anticipated in May/June 2020. If
awarded the City could commence demolition as early as fall 2020.
If funding is not awarded this would be an opportune time to discuss with Council how best to
proceed, restoration vs. demolition.
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Figure 1: July 7, 2015
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Figure 2: July 7, 2015
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Figure 3: March 31, 2017
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