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Mayor Ashley called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Ashley, Councillors Davis, Kennedy,
Powers, Price, Skamperle and Stevenson

ABSENT:

None

PRESENTATION
1.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith made a
presentation to Council to provide an update on the Ogdensburg Land Bank. (A
copy of her presentation follows these minutes.)
Councillor Skamperle asked if the Land Bank keeps the money for reinvestment
after the properties are rehabilitated and sold. Ms. Smith said yes and explained
the money will be reinvested in other properties. Councillor Skamperle asked if
the City still has to make the school whole on parcels transferred to the Land Bank.
Ms. Smith explained the Land Bank is wholly tax exempt so there is greater
flexibility. City Manager Sarah Purdy explained when the City acquires property
for tax delinquency the City is required to make the school whole. Ms. Purdy said
the City always sells property at a loss. Ms. Purdy said two-thirds of the steps
necessary for the Financial Restructuring Board to reimburse the City $237,000 for
establishing the Land Bank have already been completed. Ms. Smith explained the
City currently has the responsibility to maintain City-owned property and make the
school taxes whole. Ms. Smith said if a parcel is transferred to the Land Bank, no
taxes are due until the Land Bank sells the parcel to an individual. Councillor
Powers asked for the balance of funds available to the Land Bank, and Ms. Smith
said just over $300,000. Ms. Smith said there is significant interest in 8 out of the
11 parcels intended to be sold as vacant lots to adjacent property owners. Ms.
Smith added the lots will not be sold for $1, but the Land Bank will certainly take a
loss on their investment. Mayor Ashley noted the Land Bank has made significant
progress in the past few months and thanked Ms. Smith and the Land Bank
directors.
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PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law authorizing a property tax
levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c was held.
No one being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
2.
A public hearing regarding the adoption of the Preliminary 2020
Budget, as amended was held. The following people spoke:
a) Penny Kerfien, Ogdensburg Public Library Director, provided a handout
to Council. (A copy of the handout follows these minutes.) Ms. Kerfien
said if the library budget is cut by $60,000 as indicated in the preliminary
budget she will be forced to eliminate three part-time positions and one fulltime position. Ms. Kerfien said she has explored other options for funding
and was successful, but further cuts by the City will force her to cut
positions. Councillor Skamperle asked Ms. Kerfien for the bare minimum
amount required. Ms. Kerfien said she could save a couple jobs with
$30,000. Councillor Stevenson asked Ms. Kerfien if the library would then
still qualify for funding, and Ms. Kerfien said yes.
b) Bonnie Franz spoke on behalf of herself and her husband, David. Mrs.
Franz said her husband was the Director of the library for 23 years. Mrs.
Franz explained she understands the City is in financial crisis, and it is easy
to cut the library funding. Mrs. Franz said the library serves the common
good and is open and free to all. Mrs. Franz explained there is a cost to
provide free service and reminded Council that all income levels are served
at the library. Mrs. Franz said the library is tied to economic development
by providing a service that is inviting in our community. Mrs. Franz urged
Council to work with the library, Chamber of Commerce, Ogdensburg
Bridge & Port Authority and State officials to find a more viable solution.
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c) Cheryl Ladouceur asked for Council’s help in keeping the library viable.
Mrs. Ladouceur said the library is the cornerstone of our community and
empowers the mind. Mrs. Ladouceur said the library funding was cut in
2016, 2017 and 2018. Mrs. Ladouceur provided Council with a list of
annual events the Friends of the Library hold to raise money and some of the
benefits available to those who hold a library card. Mrs. Ladouceur urged
Council to look at the big picture and not cut the library funding.
d) An individual who chose not to state her name urged Council not to cut
the library funding, noting some children may not have access to the internet
and resources at home, and a lot of families use the library for a safe place
for Court ordered supervised visitation. She suggested that if the Council
cannot allocate $60,000 to the library, they should consider a contribution
that is “enough” to keep the resources available.
e) An individual who chose not to state her name urged Council not the cut
the library funding and said it is an economic engine that brings people into
the City. She referenced the negative impacts faced by Charlotte, NC when
they chose to cut library funding years ago, adding that City is now
refunding the libraries in recognition of the mistakes made in the past.
3.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law to allow for the changes in
the Ogdensburg Municipal Code, Section 177 entitled Sewer Rates as dictated by
the adoption of the 2020 budget was held. No one being present to speak, the
hearing was declared closed.
4.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law to allow for the changes in
the Ogdensburg Municipal Code, Section 215 (Sections 39, 40 and 41) entitled
Water Rates as dictated by the adoption of the 2020 budget was held. No one
being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
5.
A public hearing regarding a resolution to apply to New York State
Homes & Community Renewal for $500,000 under the 2019 Community
Development Block Grant Program was held. No one being present to speak, the
hearing was declared closed.
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6.
A public hearing regarding a resolution to submit a 2020 EPA cleanup
grant application for asbestos abatement and demolition of 212 Ford Street was
held. No one being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
7.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law to amend Article IV of the
City Charter was held. The following people spoke:
a) William Nelson provided Council with a history of the City’s form of
government. Mr. Nelson said over the past 50 years the Mayor and Council have
only had to remove one City Manager. Mr. Nelson explained he was Mayor at that
time, and Councillors Powers, Stevenson and Skamperle along with current Mayor
Ashley were also members of Council at that time. Mr. Nelson said there is
already a process in place to remove the City Manager. Mr. Nelson said the people
of Ogdensburg voted for change and urged everyone to work together for the best
interest of the City. Mr. Nelson explained he was a member of Council when
current City Manager Sarah Purdy was hired. Mr. Nelson said Ms. Purdy has indepth experience and knows municipal government, and it is extremely difficult to
recruit a new City Manager. Mr. Nelson said the current Mayor and Council
should be proud of their successes and not tarnish their reputations by making this
change to the Charter. Mr. Nelson said it will be viewed as an act of revenge.
b) Scott McRoberts urged Council to conduct further research regarding the
passage of the proposed Local Law and suggested the matter may be subject to
referendum.
PERSONAL APPEARANCE
1.
Penny Kerfien, Ogdensburg Public Library Director, updated Council
on the alternate sources of funding the Library has successfully obtained and the
different projects accomplished with that funding. Ms. Kerfien urged Council not
to cut the library funding by $60,000.
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CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read a letter from Kasey Smith regarding
funding to the Ogdensburg Public Library. (A copy of the letter follows these
minutes.)
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Ashley moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund
Warrant #20-2019 in the amount of $1,290,631.24 and Library Fund Warrant #202019 in the amount of $25,618.25 and Capital Fund Warrant #20-2019 in the
amount of $891.82 and Community Development Fund Warrant #20-2019 in the
amount of $0.00 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #20-2019 in the amount
of $0.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Stevenson
seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Skamperle moved a Local Law authorizing a property tax
levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c, and
Councillor Price seconded to wit:
LOCAL LAW #4 of 2019
A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in
General Municipal Law §3-c
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Section 1. Legislative Intent
It is the intent of this local law to allow the City of Ogdensburg to adopt a budget
for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2020 that requires a real property tax
levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c.
Section 2. Authority
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law §3c, which expressly authorizes a local government’s governing body to override the
property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved
by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of said governing body.
Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override
The City Council of the City of Ogdensburg, County of St. Lawrence, is hereby
authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2020 that
requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in
General Municipal Law §3-c.
Section 4. Severability
If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of
this local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or
circumstance is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not
affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local
law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or
circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order
shall be rendered.
Section 5. Effective date
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.
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The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Stevenson moved a resolution to amend the Preliminary
2020 Budget which was accepted at the October 28, 2019 Council Meeting, with
revisions, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CITY OF OGDENSBURG’S PRELIMINARY
ACCEPTED 2020 BUDGET
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg’s 2020 Preliminary Budget, accepted at the
October 28, 2019 Council meeting, needs revisions due to the settling of three
collective bargaining agreements after October 28, 2019 City Council meeting; and
WHEREAS, the following revisions, listed on the attached chart, are hereby
made to the City of Ogdensburg’s 2020 Preliminary Budget:
1. General Fund Appropriations decreased by $60,200
2. General Fund Revenues generated through City Real Property Taxes
decreased by $60,200;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that as a result of the above revisions,
property taxes will be decreased by $60,200, the new proposed tax levy will be
$5,666,720 and the proposed tax rate will be $19.8598 per thousand dollars of
assessed valuation, which is the same as the 2019 tax rate.
City Manager Sarah Purdy this is not a resolution to adopt the budget. Ms. Purdy
explained this is a resolution to amend the preliminary budget to put funds into the
right line items now that the last three contracts have been approved. Ms. Purdy
said the legal services cost has been reduced now that the contracts have been
settled. Ms. Purdy said amendments for health insurance appropriations were
necessary following the concessions made during negotiations. Ms. Purdy noted
the tax levy is based on the total assessed value, and the tax rate translates to each
individual based on assessed value.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 25, 2019
Page 234
Ms. Purdy explained if the proposed budget is approved as is and an individual’s
assessed value did not increase, that person’s taxes would not increase. Ms. Purdy
said there would be a redistribution to shoulder the larger burden because of
increased assessments.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution to adopt the Preliminary 2020
Budget, as amended, and Councillor Stevenson seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT
THE CITY OF OGDENSBURG’S 2020 BUDGET
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Ogdensburg adopts the
2020 Preliminary Budget as hereby amended:
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following rates shall be in
effect for 2020:
1. The City Real Property Tax Rate for 2020 shall be $19.8598 per
thousand dollars of assessed valuation.
City Manager Sarah Purdy said Council is able to make further amendments or can
table the budget but reminded Council the budget must be adopted by December
20, 2019.
Councillor Powers made a motion to table the resolution, and Councillor Kennedy
seconded the motion.
The vote to table the resolution was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
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4.
Councillor Kennedy moved a Local Law to allow for the changes in
the Ogdensburg Municipal Code, Section 177 entitled Sewer Rates as dictated by
the adoption of the 2020 budget, and Councillor Price seconded to wit:
Local Law #___ of 2019
§177-5 Rates for metered premises.
The following rates for sewer rents are hereby fixed and established to every lot,
parcel of land, building or other premises now or hereafter being charged at a
metered rate for sewer service within the City of Ogdensburg, New York, effective
the first billing date after January 1, 2020:
Meter Size
(inches)

Water Allowed
(gallons)

5/8
3/4

16,300
21,800
32,700
43,600
54,500
109,000
163,600
218,100

1
1 1/4
1 1/2
2
3
4

Minimum
Quarterly
Charge
$107.50
$143.50
$215.00
$286.75
$358.50
$716.75
$1,075.00
$1,433.50

$6.57 per 1,000 gallons of water used
§ 177-6 Flat rates within the corporation limits of the City.
The following schedule of rates for sewer rents is hereby fixed and established for
every lot, parcel of land, building or premises now or hereafter being charged at a flat
rate for sewer service within the City of Ogdensburg, New York, effective the first
billing date after January 1, 2020:
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A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Single-family residence, per year:
Multifamily residence for each family unit or each tenant, per year:
Combination residential/commercial for each individual unit, per year:
Apartment houses, for each individual unit:
Rooming houses (private homes with additional rooms to rent or
commercial rooming houses):
(1) Minimum annual rent:
(2) Additional rooms to hire (annual rent):

$430.
$430.
$430.
$430.
$430.
$107.50

City Manager Sarah Purdy recommended Council table this Local Law as well as
Bill #84 because Council has not yet adopted the 2020 budget.
Mayor Ashley made a motion to table the Local Law, and Councillor Skamperle
seconded the motion.
The vote to table the Local Law was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
5.
Councillor Kennedy moved a Local Law to allow for the changes in
the Ogdensburg Municipal Code, Section 215 (Sections 39, 40 and 41) entitled
Water Rates as dictated by the adoption of the 2020 budget, and Councillor Price
seconded to wit:
Local Law #___ of 2019
§ 215-39. Rates for metered service; meter reading, installation and repair.
A. The following schedule of rates for metered water service is hereby fixed and

established effective the first billing date after January 1, 2020, and upon
filing with the Secretary of State:
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Meter Size
(inches)

Water Allowed
(gallons)

Minimum
Quarterly Rate

5/8

20,200

$ 93.75

3/4

27,000

$ 125.00

1

40,500

$187.50

1 1/4

54,100

$250.00

1 1/2

67,600

$312.50

2

135,200

$625.00

3

202,900

$937.50

4

270,500

$1,250.00

$4.62 per 1,000 gallons of water used
B. Meters shall be read and billed monthly or quarterly at the discretion of the

City.

C. Meters shall be installed and repaired by the City of Ogdensburg. The cost of

such installation and repair for all meters is to be charged to the customer.

§ 215-40. Flat-rate charges.
The following schedule of rates for flat-rate service is hereby fixed and
established effective the first billing date after January 1, 2020, and upon filing
with the Secretary of State:
A. Single-family residence, per year: $375.00.
B. Multifamily residence for each family unit or each tenant, per year: $375.00.
C. Rooming houses (private homes with additional rooms to rent or commercial

rooming houses):
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(1)
(2)

Minimum annual rent: $375.00.
Additional rooms to hire (annual rent): $93.75.

D. Commercial or office units in a commercial/residential mixed structure

(where metering is determined impractical by the City Engineer), per
commercial or office unit per year: $375.00.

§ 215-41. Miscellaneous charges.
The following schedule of rates is hereby fixed and established for the period
effective the first billing after April 24, 2020, and upon filing with the
Secretary of State:
Type

Rate

Fire protection for unoccupied metered or unmetered premises $187.50
or where service is shut off and/or meter is removed by
DPW employees. If this type of service is performed by
other than DPW personnel, the property owner is not
entitled to the fire protection rate.
Fire hydrant on private property

$375.00

Swimming pools (filling of), per occasion

$125.00

Circus (in advance), per day

$125.00

Service disconnect or seal by the City, per occasion

$ 52.00

Service reconnection by the City, per occasion

$ 52.00

Water service turn on or off, per occasion regular work hours

$ 52.00

Water service turn on or off, per occasion after work hours

$185.00

Annual rooms to hire (annual rent)

$ 93.75
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Mayor Ashley made a motion to table the Local Law, and Councillor Skamperle
seconded the motion.
The vote to table the Local Law was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
6.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution to apply to New York State
Homes & Community Renewal for $500,000 under the 2019 Community
Development Block Grant Program, and Councillor Powers seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT A 2019
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) APPLICATION
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg values an improved housing stock; and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council adopted the City’s Abbreviated
Consolidated Plan, which among other things sets Housing Rehabilitation as one of
the City’s primary housing priorities; and,
WHEREAS, New York State Homes & Community Renewal is accepting
applications for the 2019 Community Development Block Grant Program; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Community Development Block Grant Program is
to provide support for low and moderate-income residents to perform housing
rehabilitation to eliminate unsafe and unhealthy conditions;
WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on said application at City
Hall, 330 Ford Street, Ogdensburg, New York today November 25, 2019. All
those desired to be heard were heard and their testimony duly recorded at this
hearing; and
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Ogdensburg City Council hereby
authorizes the filing of a 2019 Community Development Block Grant Application
to secure $500,000 in funding to undertake the eligible CDBG activities in
partnership with the Ogdensburg Land Bank as a subrecipient, including:
• Acquisition of real property;
• Clearance, demolition, removal, reconstruction, and rehabilitation of
building and improvements;
• Code enforcement in deteriorated or deteriorating areas;
• Assistance to the Ogdensburg Land Bank Corporation, a not-for-profit
carrying our neighborhood and community revitalization; and
• Activities necessary to make essential repairs and pay operating
expenses necessary to maintain the habitability of housing units
acquired through tax foreclosure proceedings.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager, is hereby authorized to
submit the application, and if awarded, to administer the program, including
executing all necessary documents relating to the application or administration of
the program.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
7.
Councillor Kennedy moved a resolution to submit a 2020 EPA
cleanup grant application for asbestos abatement and demolition of 212 Ford
Street, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF A
2020 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) CLEANUP GRANT
APPLICATION
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WHEREAS, Grants of up to $500,000 are available to address hazardous
substances and/or petroleum contamination at one or more brownfield sites,
through the FY2020 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Request for
Applications; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg desires to submit an application for funding
to support the abatement of hazardous materials, including asbestos containing
materials (ACM) at 212 Ford Street, currently owned by the City of Ogdensburg;
and
WHEREAS, in accordance with application requirements, the City Council held a
public hearing on said application at City Hall, 330 Ford Street, Ogdensburg, New
York today November 25, 2019. All those desired to be heard were heard and their
comments duly recorded at this hearing; and
WHEREAS, if received the required 20% cost share of $100,000 will be paid for
out of account A8020.515.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council supports the
submission of this EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant application seeking $500,000 in
grant funds to complete eligible cleanup activities at 212 Ford Street.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Manager or her
designee is hereby authorized to submit said 2020 EPA Cleanup Grant
Application, and if received, to enter into any necessary contracts to accept and
administer said grant in a timely manner.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
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8.
Councillor Price moved a Local Law to amend Article IV of the City
Charter, and Mayor Ashley seconded to wit:
LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2019
A Local Law providing for changes to the Ogdensburg City Charter.
Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg as follows:
SECTION I. Article IV of the City Charter of the City of Ogdensburg entitled City
Manager be and the same is amended as follows:
§ C-19. Powers and duties.
C. Any amendment to § C-19 shall only be made by affirmative vote of a
majority plus one of all its members.
§ C-20. Removal from office.
The Council may remove the City Manager from office in accordance with the
following procedures:
A. The City Council shall adopt by affirmative vote of a majority plus one of all
its members a preliminary resolution which must state the reasons for removal
and may suspend the City Manager from duty for a period not to exceed 45 days.
A copy of the resolution shall be delivered promptly to the City Manager.
C. The City Council may adopt a final resolution of removal, which may be
made effective immediately, by affirmative vote of a majority plus one of all its
members at any time after five days from the date when a copy of the
preliminary resolution was delivered to the City Manager, if he/she has not
requested a public hearing, or at any time after the public hearing if he/she has
requested one.
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E. Any amendment to § C-20 shall only be made by affirmative vote of a
majority plus one of all its members.
SECTION 2. Effective Date: This local law shall take effect immediately upon
filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State.
Councillor Price made a motion to amend the Local Law to add “deletion of or” to
item E at §C-20, and Mayor Ashley seconded the motion.
The vote to amend the Local Law was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
The amended Local Law now reads:
LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2019
A Local Law providing for changes to the Ogdensburg City Charter.
Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg as follows:
SECTION I. Article IV of the City Charter of the City of Ogdensburg entitled City
Manager be and the same is amended as follows:
§ C-19. Powers and duties.
C. Any amendment to § C-19 shall only be made by affirmative vote of a
majority plus one of all its members.
§ C-20. Removal from office.
The Council may remove the City Manager from office in accordance with the
following procedures:
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A. The City Council shall adopt by affirmative vote of a majority plus one of all
its members a preliminary resolution which must state the reasons for removal
and may suspend the City Manager from duty for a period not to exceed 45 days.
A copy of the resolution shall be delivered promptly to the City Manager.
C. The City Council may adopt a final resolution of removal, which may be
made effective immediately, by affirmative vote of a majority plus one of all its
members at any time after five days from the date when a copy of the
preliminary resolution was delivered to the City Manager, if he/she has not
requested a public hearing, or at any time after the public hearing if he/she has
requested one.
E. Any deletion of or amendment to § C-20 shall only be made by affirmative
vote of a majority plus one of all its members.
SECTION 2. Effective Date: This local law shall take effect immediately upon
filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State.
Councillor Powers said he supports this resolution and noted Mr. Nelson and Mr.
McRoberts made some great points. Councillor Powers said however a lot has
changed, and there is genuine concern about the election results. Councillor
Powers said the City is struggling and already operating on a shoestring budget.
Councillor Powers added there has been a lot of defamation and characterizations,
just as recent as last night. Councillor Powers said it is disingenuous, and he finds
it pretentious. Councillor Powers said there needs to be things to protect the will
of the people, and he supports this resolution. Councillor Price said although he
appreciates Mr. Nelson and Mr. McRoberts’ comments, the fact is that Council
represents all of the people. Councillor Price said the purpose of this amendment
is not vengeance or protection. Councillor Price explained there is a mob
mentality that comes with a change in political wind, and if every four years our
citizens have to worry about the stability of our government because of political
winds, we have trouble.
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The vote on the amended Local Law was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
9.
Councillor Kennedy moved a resolution to approve the sale of surplus
property located at 625 Franklin Street to Ogdensburg Land Bank Corporation, and
Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SALE OF SURPLUS CITY PROPERTY TO
THE OGDENSBURG LAND BANK CORPORATION
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council established the Ogdensburg Land Bank
Corporation by resolution on March 26, 2018 in accordance with Not-for-Profit
Corporation Law, Article 16 (“Land Bank Act”); and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg Land Bank Corporation has developed a strategy to
address vacant and abandoned properties that present a danger to the health and
safety of local residents, and discourage further investment in the community; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has acquired the 625 Franklin Street, TMN
48.079-13-8 in accordance with property tax sale foreclosure proceedings; and
WHEREAS, City staff have reviewed the list of parcels and find no conflict with
the proposed sale, having no infrastructure, or known easements of public benefit;
and
WHEREAS, sale of this City property promotes the return of surplus property to
the taxable roll for the greater public benefit in keeping with comprehensive
planning goals and the New York State Land Bank Act.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council approves the sale
of the following property, TMN 48.079-13-8 located at 625 Franklin Street
to the Ogdensburg Land Bank Corporation, at the price of $1.00, plus any and all
associated attorney fees and filing fees.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sale of said City-owned real property
shall be subject to review and approval by the City Attorney.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
10. Councillor Price moved a resolution calling for a public hearing and
public notice regarding the sale of surplus property located at 833 Ford Street,
TMN #48.071-916.1 to Misty Fishel, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING
THE SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY LOCATED AT 833 FORD STREET,
TMN# 48.071-9-16.1
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council shall hold a public hearing
pertaining to the sale of surplus property located at 833 Ford Street, TMN# 48.0719-16.1 to Misty Fishel to be held at the Council Chambers in the City of
Ogdensburg, New York, on the 9th day of December, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such
public hearing by publication in the newspaper so designated by the City Council
of the City of Ogdensburg for legal and public notices at least seven (7) days
before the hearing date of a notice setting forth the time and place and describing
the proposed local law in summary form.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
11. Councillor Stevenson moved a resolution authorizing the City
Manager to submit an Urban Forestry Tree Planting Grant application in an
amount not to exceed $11,000, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
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A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF AN
URBAN FORESTRY GRANT APPLICATION
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) is committed to implementing a successful Urban and
Community Forestry (U&CF) Program and dedicated to providing support and
assistance to communities in the development and implementation of
comprehensive tree planning, management, and education to create healthy urban
and community forests to enhance the quality of life for urban residents; and
WHEREAS, Ogdensburg NY is a Tree City USA having developed a tree
inventory and management plan, thereby making the City eligible to apply for tree
planting and maintenance funds; and
WHEREAS, Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive insect that destroys Ash trees
has been detected across NY and most recently in Ogdensburg; and
WHEREAS, the City’s tree inventory identified 169 Ash trees, and the
Ogdensburg Tree Commission has recommended removal of Ash trees in the
public right-of-way and the replanting of trees in those locations; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to protect its tree resources while complying
with the prescribed management practices in an effort to proactively address the
EAB threat; and
WHEREAS, the City plans to remove eight Ash trees on the Downtown
Arterial (State Highway 68) in the spring of 2020 and with the funds from this
grant, the City will replant 11 native species of trees to replace those removed; and
WHEREAS, the City will use in-kind services to provide the 25 percent
match requirement from the state for this grant proposals.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City
Manager is hereby authorized to submit an application not to exceed $11,000 for
an Urban Forestry Tree Planting Grant, and if received, to enter into any necessary
contracts to administer the grant.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
12. Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution to approve the issuance of a
Bond Ordinance in the amount of $8,732,822 to cover the construction of
improvements to Parks and Recreation areas, including the marina and docks, and
Councillor Price seconded to wit:
BOND ORDINANCE DATED NOVEMBER 25, 2019.
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF
IMPROVEMENTS TO PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS,
INCLUDING THE MARINA AND DOCKS, IN AND FOR THE
CITY OF OGDENSBURG, ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY, NEW
YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $8,732,822,
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $415,849 SERIAL
BONDS OF SAID CITY, TO PAY PART OF THE COST
THEREOF.
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Ogdensburg, St.
Lawrence County, New York, as follows:
Section 1. The Construction of improvements to parks and recreation
areas, including the marina and docks, in and for the City of Ogdensburg, St.
Lawrence County, New York, is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost
of $8,732,822.
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Section 2.

The plan for the financing thereof is as follows:

(i)

By the issuance of $415,849 serial bonds of said City hereby
authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of the
Local Finance Law; and

(ii)

By the expenditure of $8,316,973 grants and available funds.

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of
the aforesaid class of objects or purposes is at least fifteen years, pursuant to
subdivision 90 (subdivisions 19(c) and 7) of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the
Local Finance Law.
Section 4. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power
to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of
the issuance and sale of the serial bonds herein authorized, including renewals of
such notes, is hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer.
Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such
manner, as may be prescribed by said City Comptroller, consistent with the
provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 5. The faith and credit of said City of Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence
County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the
principal of and interest on such obligations as the same respectively become due
and payable. An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay
the principal of and interest on such obligations becoming due and payable in such
year. There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said City, a
tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such obligations as the same
become due and payable.
Section 6. Such bonds shall be in fully registered form and shall be signed
in the name of the City of Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence County, New York, by the
manual or facsimile signature of the City Comptroller and a facsimile of its
corporate seal shall be imprinted or impressed thereon and may be attested by the
manual or facsimile signature of the City Clerk.
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Section 7. The powers and duties of advertising such bonds for sale,
conducting the sale and awarding the bonds, are hereby delegated to the City
Comptroller, who shall advertise such bonds for sale, conduct the sale, and award
the bonds in such manner as the City Comptroller shall deem best for the interests
of the City.
Section 8. All other matters, except as provided herein relating to such
bonds, including determining whether to issue such bonds having substantially
level or declining debt service and all matters related thereto, prescribing whether
manual or facsimile signatures shall appear on said bonds, prescribing the method
for the recording of ownership of said bonds, appointing the fiscal agent or agents
for said bonds, providing for the printing and delivery of said bonds (and if said
bonds are to be executed in the name of the City by the facsimile signature of the
City Comptroller, providing for the manual countersignature of a fiscal agent or of
a designated official of the City), the date, denominations, maturities and interest
payment dates, place or places of payment, and also including the consolidation
with other issues, shall be determined by the City Comptroller. It is hereby
determined that it is to the financial advantage of the City not to impose and collect
from registered owners of such serial bonds any charges for mailing, shipping and
insuring bonds transferred or exchanged by the fiscal agent, and, accordingly,
pursuant to paragraph c of Section 70.00 of the Local Finance Law, no such
charges shall be so collected by the fiscal agent. Such bonds shall contain
substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in section 52.00 of the Local
Finance Law and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals in
addition to those required by section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the City
Comptroller shall determine.
Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be
contested only if:
1)
Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which
said City is not authorized to expend money, or
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2)
The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of
publication of this ordinance are not substantially complied with, and an action,
suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after
the date of such publication, or
3)
Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the
Constitution.
Section 10. This ordinance shall constitute a statement of official intent for
purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2. Other than as specified in this
ordinance, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a
long term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the
object or purpose described herein.
Section 11. This ordinance, which takes effect immediately, shall be
published in summary form in the official newspaper, together with a notice of the
City Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance
Law.
Councillor Skamperle said he went to Albany last week to attend a presentation
regarding the REDI program. Councillor Skamperle said the City was awarded $8
million which will require a 5% match that can be accomplished in several ways
including in-kind services. Councillor Skamperle explained the deadlines were
incredible, and Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith went to work
immediately. Councillor Skamperle said the deadline for submission of the
required documentation is December 2nd, and he is certain Ms. Smith will be
working through the Thanksgiving weekend to meet that deadline. City Manager
Sarah Purdy thanked Councillor Skamperle for the detailed explanation. Ms.
Purdy noted it seems a bit odd at the end of the year to authorize borrowing and
explained the City will not borrow the full amount. Ms. Purdy said $4.8 million is
required for the Morrissette Park area and City docks and described the plans for
that area. Ms. Purdy explained $2 million is required for the Maple City Trail and
the Oswegatchie seawall and described the plans for that area. Ms. Purdy said
$911,973 is required for the municipal marina and docks at the Dobisky Center and
described the plans for that area.
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Ms. Purdy said although some of the work is already underway with FEMA
funding, this additional funding will allow the City to improve the ability of the
infrastructure to withstand flooding. Ms. Purdy explained these funds will be used
in conjunction with the FEMA funding to accomplish a major rehabilitation of the
shoreline areas. Ms. Purdy said she would like everyone to understand that
because this is an instance where one seated Council is making a decision that will
impact the next seated Council she sent an email to the current and incoming
Council members on Friday to explain. Ms. Purdy said she is happy to walk
through it with anyone who may have questions, and she is looking forward to
accomplishing these projects.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
1.
Penny Kerfien, Ogdensburg Public Library Director, thanked Council
for tabling the budget.
2.
Tyler Carrow said he saw on Facebook that the incoming Mayor and
Council members intended to waive their salaries and suggested those funds be
used to decrease cuts to the library.
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

