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CITY OF OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK 

CITY HALL      330 FORD STREET      OGDENSBURG, NY  13669  (315) 393-6100 
  
Office of the City Manager   

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Sarah Purdy, City Manager 
 
DATE: November 17, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Update 16/43 
 ___________       

OFA VARSITY FOOTBALL – On Friday, November 18, 2016, City Hall will be recognizing the 
accomplishments of the OFA Varsity Football team by decorating blue and white out front.  The team is 
expected to be passing between 12:50 and 1:00 pm.  Some City vehicles will be escorting them through 
the City as they leave to play in Kingston, NY for the Final Four. 
 
REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN -The City received notice (attached) today of the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s intent to conduct a Brownfield remedial site 
investigation on the Maple City Yacht Club Corporation’s (MCYC) property in the Augsbury District. 
This site is adjacent to the site now owned by the Kiwanis Club. The comment period for the proposed 
Remedial Investigation Work Plan runs from November 18 through December 18. It is good news that 
this important step toward remediation of the property is getting underway. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS UPDATES –  

Snow & Ice 
 We are ready for snow and ice conditions if the weather changes. 
 Continuing to prep equipment for snow & ice season. 
 No consistent precipitation currently in the long term forecast. 

 
Waste Water Treatment Plant Update 

 The second Primary Tank is empty and we will go through and perform the same maintenance as 
on the first tank.  Still in process. 

 Due to a blockage between our primary and secondary digesters, the larger primary digester is 
full again.  DPW Streets was able to remove the blockage and operations went back to 
normal.  We will be ensuring we are pressing as much sludge as possible so that we can draw this 
digester back down and continue maintenance. 

 We are currently pumping down the second of our secondary settling tank.  It appears that we will 
be able to repair the broken chains on this set of flights.  This will give us proper operations over 
the winter and give us more time to address the broken chains and flights in our other tank. 

 We are working closely with DANC to determine our staffing needs.  We are trying to address 
the information voids that have been created in the past by cross training our entire staff.  We 
have maintained two opens in the budget and are leaning towards hiring an operator after the first 
of the year. 

 “Muffin Monster” for the SLPC has arrived and will be installed over the next couple of 
weeks.  This will require assistance from DPW Streets. 

 In the process of replacing the sewer flow meter at the SLPC.  Our meeting with DANC was very 
successful last week.  We will be able to perform all the mechanical and electrical work 
ourselves. 
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 We are working closely with DANC and GHD on funding opportunities.  In addition to the EFC 
we will be looking at the CFA and NBRC.  Andrea will be critical in these grant 
opportunities.  CFA could be 20% of our project costs and NBRC could be as much as $250K.   

 We will be approaching Council in the near future to have a couple (2-3) councilors to join the 
engineering and funding meetings.  We will need their input on bonding resolution and critical 
agreements to bring before the full council as we move towards the grant submission 
deadline.  Interested councilors should reach out to the City Manager or me. 

 More to come… 
 
Water Filtration Plant Update 

 The next filter cleaning date is set for November 18th.  We will clean one of the four on a rotating 
basis every two weeks until next spring. 

 Water meters and accessories were received yesterday.  George & Bryon are still working on an 
installation schedule. 

 
Equipment 

 We lost Truck # 375 due to box frame failure last week.  We have received several estimates and 
will be able to facilitate the repair with our equipment maintenance budget this calendar year. 

 
Road Cuts 

 Local hot mix is no longer available.  We will now have to get material from Norwood.  We have 
access to material through November 18th.  We are hustling to close up any holes before all plants 
close down for the season. 

 
Paving / Milling / Streets 

 All paving has been completed for the season. 
 We are trying to identify and address sign issues.  Replacing worn and missing signs.  

 
Sidewalks 

 Unit 7 continues to work as necessary, but quickly approaching the end of the season.  This will 
most likely be the last week that we pour concrete. 

 
Unit “6” 

 We have had a rash of sinkholes which we are addressing.  We are still digging every day.   
 Working on manhole and drop repairs. 
 Performing water and sewer services as they arise. 

 
Brush Pickup 

 Fall brush pick up is underway.  Sunday is the last day to put out material for pickup.  We hope to 
have everything picked up by COB next Wednesday. 

 
Paterson St 

 Punch List work is moving forward slowly.  It is highly probable that work will continue into 
next spring.  

 SH 37 (Burger King) drainage work will resumed November 14th. 
 
Solar Array 

 Array has been partially energized.  Contractor is working through punch list.  Punch list cannot 
be completed to spring due to grading and seeding issues. 

 We have decisions coming before council that will require us to confirm our participation in the 
Tri-County Energy Consortium or to formally withdrawal.  We have until 12/31/16 to respond. 
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Storm Drops / Cleaning Sewer Mains 
 Crew is working on cleaning drops. 
 Fall sewer cleaning will be taking place until completed or weather prohibits the process. 

 
Mowing / Trimming 
 
 
MISC. 

 EAB – Minutes from October meeting attached. 

CITY FLAGS - Following up on the request at Monday’s Council meeting, improving the City’s flag 
etiquette was discussed at Tuesday’s staff meeting. Part of the issue is inconsistent notification to the City 
from State agencies about lowering the flag, so that is being addressed. In addition, it was agreed the Fire 
Department will assist City staff with handling the raising and lowering of the flag during times that are 
outside of regular business hours. Also, we are making sure the City Hall flag pole has the appropriate 
security in place so that only City staff can raise and lower the flag. 

admincmo
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PLEASE NOTE: There will be no update next week, November 24, 2016. I hope everyone has avery Happy Thanksgiving.



FACT SHEET 
Brownfield Cleanup 

Program 

Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email. See "For More Information" to Learn How. 

November 2016

Site Name: MCYC Property (Former Augsbury Tank Farm Site) 
DEC Site #: C645052    
Address:  502-520 Riverside Avenue 
    Ogdensburg, NY  13669 

Have questions?
See 

"Who to Contact" 
Below 

Draft Investigation Work Plan for Brownfield Site 

Available for Public Comment 

The public is invited to comment on a draft work plan being reviewed by the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) to investigate the MCYC Property (Former 
Augsbury Tank Farm Site) site (“site”) located at 502-520 Riverside Avenue, Ogdensburg, St 
Lawrence County. Please see the map for the site location. Documents related to the cleanup of this 
site can be found at the location(s) identified below under "Where to Find Information." 
 
Draft Investigation Work Plan 

The draft investigation work plan, called a Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP) was submitted 
to NYSDEC under New York’s Brownfield Cleanup Program. The investigation will be performed 
by MCYC LLC ("applicant(s)") with oversight by NYSDEC and the New York State Department of 
Health (NYSDOH). 
 
How to Comment 
NYSDEC is accepting written comments about the draft investigation work plan for 30 days, from 
November 18, 2016 through December 18, 2016. The proposed plan is available for review at the 
location(s) identified below under "Where to Find Information."  Please submit comments to the 
NYSDEC project manager listed under Project Related Questions in the "Who to Contact" area 
below. 
 
Highlights of the Proposed Site Investigation 
The investigation will define the nature and extent of contamination in soil, surface water, sediment 
groundwater and any other parts of the environment that may be affected. 

 
Next Steps 
NYSDEC will consider public comments, revise the plan as necessary, and approve the work plan. 
NYSDOH must concur with the plan. The approved work plan will be made available to the public 
(see “Where to Find Information” below). After the work plan is approved, the activities detailed in 
the work plan will be implemented. 
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After all the samples are collected and the field work is completed, a report will be prepared and 
submitted to the NYSDEC that summarizes the results. NYSDEC will review the report, make any 
necessary revisions and, if appropriate, approve the report. 
 
After the investigation, a cleanup plan, called a Remedial Work Plan (RWP) will be developed and a 
Decision Document will be proposed. The cleanup plan will include an evaluation of the proposed 
site remedy, or recommend a no action or no further action alternative. The goal of the cleanup plan 
is to ensure the protection of public health and the environment. NYSDEC will present the proposed 
cleanup plan to the public for its review and comment during a 45-day comment period. NYSDEC 
will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site. 
 

Background 
Location: The MCYC Property is a 6.55-acre site, located within the City of Ogdensburg. The site is 
one of four parcels that together comprised the former Augsbury Tank Farm oil terminal. The site is 
bordered on the north by the St. Lawrence River, Riverside Avenue on the south, Franklin Street on 
the west, and another of the former Augsbury Tank Farm parcels to the east.  
 
Site Features: The site consists primarily of vacant land with limited development.  A former garage 
and other office buildings remain on the site.  The St. Lawrence River is located north of the former 
Augsbury Tank Farm Site, an abandoned marina and office are located west of the site, and 
residences are located on the south side of Riverside Avenue.   
 
Current Use: The site is currently vacant, though it is zoned for commercial use.  The proposed use 
of the site is a mix of residential and commercial. 
 
Past Use of the Site: The site has been developed since the 1890s.  From early development until the 
1940s, portions of the site were used as a lumber yard, machine shop, door, sash and blind factory; 
coal and lumber yard; and bulk petroleum storage. Around 1949 the site began to include the addition 
of oil storage.  Around 1962 the site was almost entirely used for bulk petroleum sales and storage. 
 
Geology and Hydrogeology: The surface of the site consists predominantly of fill material that is 
generally composed of fine to medium sand with some gravel.  The subsurface includes fill, 
woodchips and/or grey and brown mottled silt, often containing sticks and organic debris, as well as 
brick and coal fragments.  Bedrock is encountered approximately 20 feet below the ground surface.  
Groundwater flows to the northwest towards the St. Lawrence River, and is present at depths ranging 
from 4 to 12 feet below the ground surface. 
 
Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's website at: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/haz/details.cfm?pageid=3&progno=C645052 
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 Brownfield Cleanup Program: New York's Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages the   
 voluntary cleanup of contaminated properties known as "brownfields" so that they can be reused and  
 redeveloped. These uses may include recreation, housing, business or other uses. 
 
A brownfield site is any real property where a contaminant is present at levels exceeding the soil cleanup 
objectives or other health-based or environmental standards, criteria or guidance adopted by DEC that are 
applicable based on the reasonably anticipated use of the property, in accordance with applicable regulations. 
 
 For more information about the BCP, visit: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8450.html 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Where to Find Information 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed. 

Ogdensburg Public Library
Attn: Penny J. Kerfien 
312 Washington Street 
Ogdensburg, NY  13669 
phone: 315-343-4325  

Project Related Questions  
Lincoln Fancher 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation 
317 Washington St  
Watertown, NY  13601-3787 
315-785-2521 
lincoln.fancher@dec.ny.gov 
 

Site-Related Health Questions  
Sara Bogardus 
New York State Department of Health  
Bureau of Environmental Exposure Investigation 
Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Room 1787 
Albany, NY  12237    
518-402-7860 
beei@health.ny.gov 

Who to Contact  
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 
 Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  
 NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites  
 county email listservs available at the following web page: 
 http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html. It’s quick, it’s free,  
 and it will help keep you better informed. 
 
 As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for 
 all contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select. 
 
 Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 
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St. Lawrence County Emerald Ash Borer Task Force 
 

Chair: Paul Hetzler, SLC CCE  315-379-9192 ph59@cornell.edu 
Vice Chair: Scott Thornhill, Ogdensburg DPW 315-393- 2300 sthornhill@ogdensburg.org 
Utilities Liaison:  Bob Baker, National Grid 315-244-7379 robert.baker2@nationalgrid.com 
Secretary: John Tenbusch, SLC Planning  315-379-2292  jtenbusch@stlawco.org  

 
 

Meeting Report 
 

Meeting #8 / October 18, 2016 
2nd-Floor Conference Room, Public Safety Complex 

49½ Court Street, Canton NY 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by P. Hetzler at 9:05 AM.  A report of the previous meeting 
had been distributed; no comments or changes were proposed. 
 
In attendance:   Matt Brown, SLC S&WCD;  Matt Curatolo, Ogdensburg Parks/Rec; Larry 
Denesha, SLC Board of Legislators;  Paul Hetzler, Cornell Cooperative Extension – St. 
Lawrence County; Don O’Shea, SLC EMC;  Sue Rau, SLC EMC;  Bill Romey, SUNY Potsdam;  
John Tenbusch, SLC Planning;  Scott Thornhill, Ogdensburg DPW.   
Guests/speakers:   Megan Pistolese, St. Lawrence-Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for 
Regional Invasive Species Management (SLELO PRISM); Star Carter and David Smith, 
Development Authority of the North Country (DANC). 
 
Hetzler introduced Star Carter and David Smith of DANC; they reported on the Village of 
Canton Tree surveys project. 

 According to Carter and Smith, the Village of Canton had originally contracted with 
DANC to do GIS work related to the project. 
- The Village contracted with an arborist to identify trees, determine conditions, etc. 

- DANC reported/recorded the presence of 875 trees on municipally-owned property in 
the Village of Canton 

o Of these, 79 trees were ash. 
- Mapped results are available to the Village of Canton at DANC’s Web Mapping 

Portal (http://new.dancgis.org/ima/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fima%2f ).  See attached 
for a sample map.  
o Data can also be exported into Excel for analysis. 

- A question was asked if St. Lawrence University, which has also conducted a survey 
of trees on its campus, might merge its data with the Canton survey? 

 DANC has also done GIS work re EABs in the Villages of Clayton and Cape Vincent; 
digitizing results of tree surveys in Ogdensburg is pending. 

 A question was asked if old GIS data (from tree surveys done in the aftermath of the 
1998 Ice Storm) be integrated with the data that DANC has compiled?  Carter answered 
that the upcoming GIS project with Ogdensburg might be able to test that question.  

 
Hetzler reported that he had recently visited a site in Chippewa Bay where a report had been 
received of suspected EAB infestation.  With permission from the owner, Hetzler had peeled a 
number of trees to look for EAB.  While he observed “lots of blonding”, the only insects he 
observed were Red-Headed Borers. 



 

 
Hetzler introduced Megan Pistolesi, Education and Outreach Coordinator for the St. 
Lawrence-Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 
(SLELO PRISM).  Megan demonstrated how to use the iMapInvasives application to record and 
report the presence of invasive species (animals, insects, and aquatic and terrestrial plants).  See 
(http://www.nyimapinvasives.org/ ). 

 Among the benefits of a platform like iMapInvasives are: 
- The application is available for smartphones; since most people have these, the 

opportunity to make reports is available to a large number of observers. 
- Reports of new locations for invasive species generate site visits by trained observers, 

in order to determine whether the report is accurate.  This provides a professional 
observation to supplement the citizen-generated report. 

- The iMap app is able to use the smart phone’s internal locator to determine lat/long 
coordinates for anything reported.  While smart phone lat/long functions are not as 
accurate as more standard GPS instruments, it is felt that a trained observer will 
usually be able to spot a reported species.   

 Pistolesi also demonstrated how to move data/observations to a desktop for further 
analysis. 

 
Other business: 
 

 L. Denesha stated that, while it is important to collect data, the EAB Task Force really 
needs to develop its plan to deal with EABs.  He emphasized the need for an Action Plan. 

- Tenbusch will draft an Action Plan based on information gathered at recent 
meetings of the Task Force.  

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM.   
 
Next meeting will be held Tuesday, November 15th at 9:00 AM; location TBD.   
 
 
Meeting report prepared by John Tenbusch 






