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CITY OF OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK 

CITY HALL      330 FORD STREET      OGDENSBURG, NY  13669  (315) 393-6100 
  

Office of the City Manager   

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

MEMO TO: City Council 

 

FROM: Sarah Purdy, City Manager 

 

DATE: May 19, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: Update 16/19 

 ___________       

1. Council Meeting Date Change – Please note that the May 23, 2016 Council meeting has been 

changed to Thursday, May 26, 2016.  This information has been changed on the City website and City 

Facebook page. 

2. Department of Public Works Updates 

WWTP Update 

 DANC started this Monday (16th).  WWTP staff provided the DANC representatives, Vicky 

Murphy and Carrie Tuttle with a very informative tour.  Our staff opened up immediately with 

the opportunities that face us and they, as well as I, seem pleased with the initial support that 

DANC will be able to bring to the City. 

 Waiting on State Civil Service Commission to offer 4A test.   

 WWTP Fund Opportunities – C2AE has submitted our second round grant application.   We have 

received an acknowledgment that the application has been received.  DANC will be reviewing 

process with C2AE to ensure that we are taking full advantage of all funding opportunities. 

 We are testing a sludge press the week of May 23rd. 
 

Equipment 

 We are finding multiple issues with trucks, especially springs as we continue to gear up for our 

summer construction season. 
 

Staff 

 Summer Staff has been offered jobs.  All City residents and all in or starting college. 

 Jonathan Mehaffy has joined the DPW Streets team on a transfer from P&R. 

 Mike Baldock and Shane Brown are learning quickly in their roles as Supervisor Public Works. 
 

Road Cuts 

 Local hot mix is limited with Hanson supporting airport project, but we have completed a good 

portion of this list. 

 In preparation of the next time we can get local asphalt all road cuts have been saw cut so we can 

expedite the process. 
 

Paving / Milling / Streets 

 First round of milling this year will take place the week of June 6th.  The second round is tentative 

scheduled for August 8th. 

 We are planning on paving the first round (23 blocks) between July 11th & 22nd so we are done 

before the Seaway Festival. 

 We are trying to identify and address sign issues.  Replacing worn and missing signs. 

 Street cleaning is moving forward with most of the City being hit at least once. 

admincmo
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Sidewalks 

 Unit 7 has a nice jump on their work list.  Multiple radiuses are being completed in conjunction 

with our street paving. 

 They have potentially several large projects before the end of the summer. 
 

Unit “6” 

 Working on manhole and drop repairs. 

 Performing water and sewer services as they arise. 
 

Brush Pickup 

 Spring cleanup is in process and will run through the last full week of May. 

 Weekly program starts the first Monday in June. 
 

Paterson St 

 Punch List work has been suspended until the End of May.  Final touch ups will be completed at 

that time. 

 NYS DOT drainage near Burger King is still under design and conversation. 
 

Solar Array 

 Construction has resumed.  Contractor is moving ahead slowly. 
 

Storm Drops / Cleaning Sewer Mains 

 Spring flushing of mains has been completed. 

 Crew is working on cleaning drops. 
 

Mowing / Trimming 

 We have started our summer trimming and mowing. 
 

Filters 

 Spring cleaning will start June 1st.  The first step is to wash all the sand that was removed over the 

winter months (1st, 2nd & 3rd).  Then over the next couple of weeks all four filters will be 

cleaned.  When the process is complete, there will be weekly cleaning of one filter through the 

remainder of the summer. 
 

Misc. 

 Park Plaza property has been cleaned up. 

3. Fire Department Updates   

4. Assessment Department Update - Starting this past Tuesday, we have had a number of property 

owners from the Proctor Ave. area in to discuss their assessment increases. Approximately half have 

resulted in a correction to their assessment and the rest will go to Grievance before the Board of 

Assessment Review on June 21, 2-4 pm and 6-8 pm. 

Property owners have sought a more detailed understanding of the reason the reassessment was done 

and how it affects their property. As the City of Ogdensburg continues to stay at full value (100%) it 

requires periodic reassessments of individual neighborhoods in order to maintain equity in market 

value. Since January 2013 to date, there have been 24 residential sales in the Proctor Ave. 

neighborhood (off the water) 19 of 24 properties (79%) sold higher than their assessed values at the 

time of sale.  

We encourage property owners to continue to call and make an appointment at  

393-4030, if they wish to discuss their assessments with the assessor. This allows them their own 

scheduled time slot. 
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5. Recreation Department Update – Please see the attached memos from Matt Curatolo regarding 

Skateboard Park, Dobisky Visitor’s Center Concession Stand, City Dock damage which has been 

fixed, and other various topics related to the department. 

6. Planning Department Update – Please see attached memo and chart from Andrea Smith regarding 

an update on the City’s current Intra-governmental Loan Agreement with the Ogdensburg Growth 

Fund in the amount of $990,000 made available through the EPA Revolving Loan Fund Program.  

Additionally, Andrea has provided a memo regarding the Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

Application. 

7. April 2016 Financial Report – Please see the attached report from Phil Cosmo. 

8. Notice from the Ogdensburg Flotilla of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary- On Friday, June 3rd, from 

5 until 6 PM., combined Auxiliary personnel, from The United States and Canada, will be conducting 

a safety flare instruction class at The City dock. This is in connection with their two day training 

session at The Dobisky Building on June 3rd and 4th. There is no undue danger in this exercise. 

Police, Fire, and Rescue Squad has been made aware of the demonstration in case someone reports 

seeing the flares go off in this one hour time frame. They have also advised the proper County, state, 

and federal agencies as well as The Canadian authorities of this event. 

9. Airport Expansion Update - Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority Executive Director Wade Davis 

will attend the June 13 City Council meeting to present an update to Council on the airport expansion 

project.  The expansion is coming along nicely and Wade is extending an invitation to any Council 

members to contact him for a tour if you would like. 



1

Coralee Barrett

From: Matt Curatolo <mcuratolo@ogdensburg.org>
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 10:04 AM
To: spurdy@ogdensburg.org
Cc: Coralee Barrett
Subject: Department update

Department staff, with help from DPW, planted 26 of 30 trees along the downtown arterial as part of a DEC tree planting
grant the city received last year. Still waiting on 4 more trees from the nursery to plant. 
 
Department received 10 new picnic tables that were built by the Ogdensburg Fire Department. These picnic tables will 
help replenish our table numbers that saw significant numbers destroyed by vandalism in 2015. 
 
Department staff finished up two dugouts at the new softball field at Montroy Park in preparation for the Gary Skelly 
dedication ceremony on May 9. Staff did a tremendous job on the dugouts and will help Kiwanis install the new signage 
as well. 
 
The department received a donation of $350 from an anonymous donor who asked for a new bench to be placed in the 
Greenbelt next to the Dobisky Center to replace an aging bench. The department ordered the bench and will install it 
upon arrival.  
 
In process of hiring summer staff for the office at the Dobisky Center, the marina, trim crew and lifeguards. Will send list 
of all hires when completed. 
 
The department assisted the Cub Scouts in planting a tree at Grove Street Park on Thursday, May 12, as part of a 
community service project.  
 
Matthew J. Curatolo 
Parks & Recreation Director 
City of Ogdensburg 
315‐393‐1980 (office) 
315‐394‐0462 (fax) 
 



 

City of Ogdensburg 

Parks & Recreation Department 

Director: Matthew J. Curatolo 
100 Riverside Ave. 

Ogdensburg, N.Y., 13669 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

____________________________________ 
 

TO: Sarah Purdy, City Manager 

FROM: Director 

CC: Coralee Barrett, Secretary 

DATE: 5/17/2016 

SUBJECT: Skateboard Park 

 

 

The department opened the skateboard park to the public on May 1. Since then there have 

been numerous issues. There have been fights, littering, large groups of youth using 

improper language and causing issues, bikes in the park causing unsafe conditions for 

skateboarders, as well as a report that a knife was pulled on another youth. City police have 

been called down there numerous times. 

 

These are not the kind of incidents that we need in our Greenbelt, which needs to be safe and 

open for everyone. After discussion with staff, including the city manager and the police 

chief, the department will be hiring a skateboard park monitor to be working there when it is 

open to make sure it is being used for its intended purpose, in a safe manner and to make 

sure that behavior is appropriate. 

 

Currently, the department opens the skateboard park from noon-8 p.m. Once we get 

monitors hired, we would like to change it to 2-8 p.m. to cut down on costs. While this 

position is not budgeted, we have adjusted some of our summer programs to allow for this 

position to go into effect. 

 

The Recreation Commission has been approached about this position and it has shown its 

support. The Recreation Commission would also like to discuss the skateboard park at its 

next meeting in June (TBD) to discuss its future as well as to consider possible alternate 

locations for this recreational facility. 
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Coralee Barrett

From: Matt Curatolo <mcuratolo@ogdensburg.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 11:12 AM
To: spurdy@ogdensburg.org
Cc: 'Andrew Kennedy'; Coralee Barrett; sthornhill@ogdensburg.org; 

mdenner@ogdensburg.org
Subject: City Docks
Attachments: photo 1.JPG; photo 2.JPG; photo 3.JPG

Sarah – This morning I was alerted to a serious issue at the city docks by someone walking on the boardwalk. Upon 
arrival I found that a wooden boat bollard was in the water creating a dangerous situation for any passing boater. After 
meeting with police and DPW personnel it was determined that a large bolt had been removed on purpose and the 
bollard had fallen in as depicted in photo 1. 
 
Upon inspection, another ballard was missing completely (photo 2) and the bolt had been removed and a third had been 
partially removed (photo 3). Parks & Recreation is working with DPW in order to retrieve the bollard and to reinstall as 
quickly as possible. 
 
Police patrols filed a report. 
 
Matthew J. Curatolo 
Parks & Recreation Director 
City of Ogdensburg 
315‐393‐1980 (office) 
315‐394‐0462 (fax) 
 









 

City of Ogdensburg 

Parks & Recreation Department 

Director: Matthew J. Curatolo 
100 Riverside Ave. 

Ogdensburg, N.Y., 13669 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

____________________________________ 
 

TO: Sarah Purdy, City Manager 

FROM: Director 

CC: Coralee Barrett, Secretary 

DATE: 5/19/2016 

SUBJECT: Dobisky Center Concession Stand 

 

 

After extending the RFP deadline for the Dobisky Visitors’ Center concession stand to May 6, 

the department received one submission, from Richard P. Wright, 5715 County Route 10, 

Heuvelton. 

 

After reviewing his proposal, the city manager and I met with Mr. Wright on May 19 to go over 

the license agreement and conditions such as rent of $450 per month, a security deposit of $450 

and utilities that he would be required to pay for. Mr. Wright agreed to the terms and was 

interested in moving forward with the process with the hopes of beginning operation on July 1 

and lasting until Sept. 30. 

 

I will be bringing forward a resolution to council on May 26 calling for a public hearing for this 

license agreement with the public hearing taking place on June 13. If approved by council, Mr. 

Wright would be able to sign the license agreement on June 30 after waiting the required three 

weeks of required public notice. 
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DPD Director: 

Andrea L. Smith 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

TO:  Sarah Purdy, City Manager  

FROM: Andrea Smith, DPD Director 

DATE: May 12, 2016 

SUBJECT: Shade Roller/RLF: Update   

    

 

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on the City’s current Intra-governmental Loan 

Agreement with the Ogdensburg Growth Fund in the amount of $990,000 made available 

through the EPA Revolving Loan Fund Program.   

 

BACKGROUND: 

2010 – The City applied for and was awarded a $1Million U.S. EPA Revolving Loan Fund 

Grant.  This grant requires a 20% ($200,000) match because the City’s request for a hardship 

waiver was denied.  Therefore, the total RLF that is tracked for this project and reported on to the 

EPA is for $1.2 Million.    

 

The intent of the EPA RLF is to provide flexible and favorable borrowing and repayment terms 

that can be considered on a site by site basis for individual eligible applicants (EPA determines 

eligibility).  Attached to this memo is a table that illustrates the types of flexible loan packages 

that can be developed through the RLF program.  At the time of application to the EPA for 

funding the City of Ogdensburg (City) designated the Ogdensburg Growth Fund (OGF) as the 

independent Fund Manager.     

 

2011 – In an effort to assist in the ongoing remedial efforts at the Former Shade Roller Site the 

City applied for an Intra-governmental loan through the OGF.  An Intra-governmental loan is a 

direct loan made by the Grantee to a branch within its own governmental unit.  [At this time the 

OGF functioned as a unit of the City thereby making this transaction possible].  As the Fund 

Manager, the OGF accepted the authority to underwrite and administer loans through the RLF on 

behalf of the City. 

 

On September 8, 2011 the OGF approved an Intra-governmental loan from the $1.2 Million 

revolving loan fund.  in the amount of $990,000 to the City of Ogdensburg for the purpose of 

financing environmental remediation at the Shade Roller Site (541 Covington Street).  The EPA 

deemed the site eligible and a loan was made.   

 

mailto:asmith@ogdensburg.org
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On September 12, 2011 the City Council authorized the appropriation of $990,000 for an intra-

governmental loan that it agreed to pay back at 0% interest to the RLF “upon the sooner of the 

completion of the remediation and transfer of the property to private interests, or five years from 

the date of the loan’s disbursement to the City”.  This loan will become due September 29, 

2016. 

 

UPDATE: 

As stated on Monday, May 9, 2016 the City has completed the following including remedial 

activities at the Shade Roller site to date: 

 accepted as a volunteer into the State’s Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) 

 asbestos abatement and building demolition 

 characterization of soil, groundwater, and concrete slab materials 

o Identified PCB contamination 

o funded by EPA Community Wide Brownfield Assessment Grant 

 secured additional funding: 

o $200,000 (+$40,000 match) EPA Cleanup Grant for metals contaminated soils 

o $100,000 RVRA, asbestos abatement 

o $320,000 EPA Community Wide Brownfield Assessment Grant 

 $120,000 Petroleum (not applicable to Shade Roller) 

 $200,000 Hazardous  

o 25% (up to $300,000) National Grid Brownfield Shovel Ready 

o $700,000 RESTORE NY (ESD) 

 Submitted reports to NYS DEC and EPA approving of cleanup plan 

 Completed bid specification documents and bid cleanup work 

 Opened bids, April 29, 2016 

o Low bid for base bid (only) $288,308.75, NRC Environmental Services 

 

 

At this time the RESTORE NY funds have been fully spent and our reimbursement request has 

been submitted.  It is intended that those $700,000 be used to reimburse (in part) the $990,000 

OGF Intra-governmental RLF loan.  Our request for reimbursement was submitted to Empire 

State Development on August 27, 2015.  Since that time the Planning Department and the Office 

of the Comptroller have complied with all requests for subsequent material, but no 

reimbursement has been made.  

 

City staff is presently reviewing all options for funding the remaining remedial activities at 

Shade Roller and complying with the promissory note for the RLF loan.   

 

*The City will have 45 days from the bid opening (April 29, 2016) to award the contract for 

cleanup should we wish to proceed with the remedial effort at this time.  
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

TO:  Sarah Purdy, City Manager  

FROM: Andrea Smith, DPD Director 

DATE: May 17, 2016 

SUBJECT: Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) Application   

    

 
On May 2nd the Governor announced the 2016 Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI).  The DRI will 

invest $10 million in each of 10 communities ripe for development to transform them into vibrant 

communities where tomorrow’s workforce will want to live, work and raise families. The program 

emphasizes using investments to reinforce and secure additional public and private investments proximal 

to, and within, downtown neighborhoods, and in doing so will build upon growth spurred by the 

Governor’s Regional Economic Development Councils (REDCs). 

 

The North Country Region is accepting applications until 4PM May 27th.  The Region will review 

applications and nominate one (1) downtown best positioned to take advantage of the DRI. The 

Region must submit its nomination by June 30, 2016. At the DRI regional workshop presented on May 

12th in Lake Placid Tony Collins stated the DRI applications will be reviewed by a five-member 

subcommittee of the Northern REDC.  The five-member subcommittee will not be anyone who represents 

a municipality and will therefore not be applying for the DRI themselves.   

 

After discussing opportunities for submitting such an application, the City has determined that we will 

complete a DRI application.  A resolution in support of this application will be submitted to the City 

Council on May 26th.  Local support is a critical aspect of the application.  Applicants must illustrate the 

“local and community support that exists for the revitalization of this downtown and the commitment 

among local leaders and stakeholders to building and implementing a strategic investment plan.”  

Furthermore, the DRI application requires that our community “identify an initial local lead for the 

program that will work with outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the 

plan.”   

 

The City will focus our application on the downtown waterfront core and many of the findings and 

recommendations from the recently completed Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) plan, LWRP, and 

EPA Area-Wide Planning initiatives.   

 

mailto:asmith@ogdensburg.org











































































































































