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CITY OF OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK 

CITY HALL      330 FORD STREET      OGDENSBURG, NY  13669  (315) 393-6100 
  
Office of the City Manager   

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Sarah Purdy, City Manager 
 
DATE: March 24, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Update 16/11 
 ___________       
1. Council Meeting Date Change – Please note that the May 23, 2016 Council meeting has been 

changed to Thursday, May 26, 2016.  This information has been changed on the City website and City 
Facebook page. 

2. City Buildings/Offices Business Hour Changes for Good Friday – On March 25, 2016 some City 
buildings will have a change of business hours as follows:  

 Ogdensburg City Hall Offices are OPEN 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 Ogdensburg City Court is OPEN 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. After 12:00 pm please use Caroline Street 
(Handicap Accessible) entrance closest to Ford Street and go to the 2nd floor. 

 Ogdensburg Neighborhood Center is CLOSED ALL DAY 

 Senator Patricia Ritchie’s Office is CLOSED ALL DAY 

 Dobisky Visitor’s Center will be OPEN 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 Department of Public Works Building will be OPEN 7:30 am to 11:30 am 

3. Fire Department, Walmart Community Foundation Grant – The Fire Department was approved 
and awarded a $2,000 grant from the Walmart Community Foundation in order to purchase smoke 
detectors, batteries, and fire prevention supplies for October 2016, Fire Prevention Month.  The 
smoke detectors are given at no cost to residents when the Fire Department goes door-to-door as a 
reminder to check batteries, and fire prevention supplies are used in the City schools during fire 
prevention week. 

4. Procedure for Auctioning City Surplus Property 

A. Tax Sale every June (Advertised beginning in May in Ogdensburg Journal, City website & City 
Facebook page) 

B. Properties not bid on at annual tax sale default to the City, property owners have a year to pay 
their taxes, if not paid, then City takes ownership and a list is compiled by Comptroller. 

C. List is brought to meeting to discuss each property, attendees as follows: 
a. City Manager 
b. Comptroller 
c. Assessor 
d. Code Enforcement 
e. Planner 
f. Secretary 
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D. Properties are discussed, (issues, merits, zoning, property size, etc. identified), assessor 
recommends minimum bid and this is discussed, adjusted if needed and agreed upon by all in 
attendance.  Estimated attorney fees and St. Lawrence County filing fees are included in 
minimum bids. 

E. Information is compiled and given to City Council via Council Update for discussion at next 
meeting (first time was a Committee of the Whole meeting, second was January 2015 Council 
meeting), information includes:  

a. Lot address 
b. Tax Map No. 
c. Description /lot size 
d. Any Restrictions (ie. has to be combined with another lot, can’t be used to build a house 

on, etc.) 
e. Recommended minimum bid 

F. After Council consensus, list is given to Secretary and it is added to the City website under City 
Owned Properties and can be seen by going to http://www.ogdensburg.org/index.aspx?NID=372   

G. When a letter of interest is received from a potential bidder, it is  provided along with an 
informational list of the property(s) to the City Clerk the Wednesday before the next Council 
Meeting which includes:  

a. Lot address 
b. Tax Map No. 
c. Description /lot size 
d. Any Restrictions (ie. has to be combined with another lot, can’t be used to build a house 

on, etc.) 
e. Minimum bid 

H. A Public Hearing (PH) date is called at Council Meeting. Adjacent property owners are notified 
by mail of the PH and possible sale of property. 

I. PH is held and an Ordinance is approved by council to go forth with the sale of the parcel(s).  ¾ 
vote (6 affirmative votes) is required to pass. 

J. An auction date is set by Comptroller and City Clerk. (* must advertise 3 consecutive weeks that 
we are selling property and give auction date.) 

K. Adjacent property owners are notified by mail of the auction date. 

L. Auction takes place.  

M. City Council at next meeting approves a resolution to approve sale of property to winning bidder.  
Again, ¾ vote (6 affirmative votes) is required. 

N. Bidder is notified and now needs to make full payment.  

5. Planning Department Update 

Paterson Street Bike Lane, Active Living Task Force    

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on the Active Living Task Force recommendation 
to implement a bike lane on Paterson Street.   
  
BACKGROUND 
 The City’s Complete Street Policy (Article III, Chapter 189) adopted in February 2014 received 

national recognition as the number 1 policy in the Nation by Smart Growth America and the 
National Complete Streets Coalition in February 2015. 

http://www.ogdensburg.org/index.aspx?NID=372
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 The Policy was the result of a seed grant from the St. Lawrence Health Initiative which also 
provided funding to install new sidewalks in front of the Municipal Arena and crosswalks within 
the marina district. 

 This Policy formalized our Active Living Task Force (ALTF) to promote health through physical 
activity and active transportation for all users.  

 The ALTF collaborates with the Ogdensburg School District, Claxton-Hepburn Hospital, and 
CGSW to define and accomplish goals and objectives. 

 
In December 2015, members of the task force presented an update to City Council on their desire to 
implement the County’s first designated bike lane.  Representatives noted that they had discussed 
their desires with City staff including the Police Department, Fire Department, Planning Department 
and the Department of Public Works.  The outcome of this discussion was an amended route that 
would avoid the intersection of ST HWY 37 and Canton Street resulting in a proposed 1.3 mile bike 
route from ST HWY 37 north on Park Street, west on East David Street, and north on Paterson Street. 
The presenters noted that the goal would be to implement this proposed route through grants and 
fundraising. 
 
UPDATE 
The Health Initiative has received funding which may be used to complete the implementation of the 
proposed bike lane.  On Thursday, February 24, 2016 Gary Hammond (representing the ALTF and 
CGSW), Karen Bage (Health Initiative) and I met with Mr. Jeremy Crow of Ennis Flint 
(www.Ennisflint.com) to learn more about the products available to implement bike lanes, the costs 
and durability within northern climates.  The Director of DPW was invited to attend, but was unable 
to due to scheduling conflicts.   
 
The two products of most interest are PreMark and CycleGrip Max both of which have demonstration 
videos available through the company website.  These products while initially costly to apply, have a 
life span of 6-8 years compared to acrylic paint applications which have projected life span of just 1-2 
years.  Mr. Hammond, Ms. Bage and I will be working to develop conceptual design for how and 
where pavement demarcation is required and what the budget or budget options will be over the next 
week.  In addition to funding available through the Health Initiative, a potential application for 
supplemental funding through the RVRA was suggested.  The RVRA notice of funding availability 
was posted in early February and applications are due mid-April.   
 
Ennis Flint provides free training on how to install their products and also offers demonstration 
projects.  A demonstration project is at no cost to the community and includes the installation of 
product in a specified location in an area approximately 100 square feet in size.   
 
Brownfield Programs – The two documents below are now on the City’s website by going to the 
homepage, www.ogdensburg.org and clicking on Government, Departments, Planning & 
Development, Brownfield Programs or click on the links provided. 

Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOA) Nomination Study 
 
Self-Implementing Cleanup Plan (SICP) for Former Standard Shade Roller Site Maintenance 
Garage/Paint Shop 

6. Department of Public Works Updates 

WWTP Update 
 DANC Agreement – Agreement has been signed and will commence upon successful hire by 

DANC.  They are currently advertising for the opening. 
http://www.danc.org/about/employment 

 Waiting on State CSC to offer 4A test.   

http://www.ennisflint.com/
http://www.ogdensburg.org/
https://onedrive.live.com/redir?resid=B83A2E66343AC27C!223&authkey=!AEn-LssRBnSmClw&ithint=file%2cpdf
http://www.ogdensburg.org/DocumentCenter/View/1815
http://www.ogdensburg.org/DocumentCenter/View/1815
http://www.danc.org/about/employment
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 WWTP Fund Opportunities – C2AE is moving forward with requirements to allow us to 
submit for the second round of grants.    

  

Equipment 
 Cleaning up from the winter and starting to put some equipment away. 
 

Snow & Ice 
 Potential snow or freezing rain for the next couple of days.  Road temperatures should keep 

roads clear for the most part without much attention from DPW. 
 

Road Cuts 
 Currently cold patching pot holes.  Wet weather hinders the process, but we are trying to stay 

on top of them. 
 Hot mix will not be available until the middle of May. 

 

Paving / Milling 
 Have initial estimates for asphalt.  Numbers are very favorable at this time.  Will be finalizing 

the paving list over the next few weeks. 
 
Sidewalks 
 We have started to identify projects for 2016.   
 We will be working with OFA to make improvements to the Canton & Franklin Streets 

intersection. 
 

Unit “6” 
 Also working on a few services.   
 Continue winterization on hydrants.  This process will continue until all temperatures are 

above freezing. 
 

Brush Pickup 
 2016 pickup schedule has been completed. 
 Spring cleanup is scheduled to start April 25th. 
 Weekly program starts the first Monday in June. 
 

Paterson St 
 Punch List work has been suspended until spring.  Final touch ups will be completed at that 

time. 
 Met with NYS DOT about drainage near Burger King.  Hoping for meeting in the next couple 

weeks with B&L so that we can get closure on this issue. 
 

Solar Array 
 Construction has resumed.  Contractor is moving ahead slowly.  Picture attached. 
 

Storm Drops / Cleaning Sewer Mains 
 Flushing the sewer mains as time permits. 
 

Mowing / Trimming 
 Activity will resume next spring. 
 

Filters 
 Next filters are scheduled for 4-1-16. 

7. February Financial Report - Attached please find the financial report for February, 2016. 

8. 2015 Annual Water Quality Report – The AWQR for the City of Ogdensburg’s water quality can 
be found by clicking 2015 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report or going to the City’s website at 
www.ogdensburg.org, clicking on Government, Departments, Public Works, Water Filtration System. 

http://www.ogdensburg.org/DocumentCenter/View/1583
http://www.ogdensburg.org/













































































































































